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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT RE-EVALUATION 
 
Project Name:  Boulder City/US 93 Corridor Study (Boulder City Bypass) 
 
Project Location:  The project is primarily located in Boulder City, Clark County, Nevada. The project 
consists of a continuous four-lane, controlled access, divided freeway and highway between a western 
boundary at the end of I-515 on US 93/US 95 in Henderson, Nevada (US 95 Milepost 59.10), and an 
eastern boundary on US 93, about three-quarters of a mile east of the Hacienda Hotel and Casino near 
Hoover Dam.  The preferred alternative, Alternative D, “the Southern Bypass”, will be a new alignment 
approximately 15 miles in length.  The project has been split into two phases; Phase 1 begins at the 
Foothills Road grade separation and ends at a new interchange 1.2 miles south of the existing US 93/95 
interchange.  Phase 2 continues from the new US 93/95 interchange south and east towards the Nevada 
interchange of the US 93 Hoover Dam Bypass project 0.75-miles east of the Hacienda Hotel and Casino 
(Figure 1). 
 
Project Identification Numbers: 
NDOT Project ID Number:  73307 
FHWA Project ID Number:  DE-PLH-093-1(007) 
 
Document Type & Approval Date: 
Final Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(F) Evaluation:  April 2005 
Record of Decision (ROD):  December 8, 2005 
Re-evaluation:  Approved October 26, 2009 
 
Date of Last FHWA Major Approval Action:  Authorization, 093-1(010), was given on August 20, 2009 
for right-of-way acquisition. 
 
This document was prepared to re-evaluate the changed conditions of the above reference project and 
to determine if the original EIS and ROD remain valid (23 CFR 771.129).  It covers only changes that 
have occurred since the last re-evaluation of the Boulder City Bypass project approved by the FHWA on 
October 26, 2009. 
 
There have been no changes in the project scope or general limits and the purpose and need remain the 
same.  However, the following Phase I design refinements are now proposed: 
 

• Construction of the West Frontage Road (WFR) through to Dawson Avenue in Henderson (Figure 
2) 
 

• In Eldorado Valley, extend the WFR about 2000 feet south of originally proposed terminus in the 
vicinity of Silverline Road (Figure 2) 

 
In Henderson the proposed design change results in NDOT, instead of the City of Henderson at a later 
date, constructing the WFR through to Dawson Avenue as part of Phase 1.  In the Eldorado Valley the 
proposed design change results in NDOT extending the WFR approximately 2000 feet more to the south 
to more clearly define safe and legal access between the proposed bypass and existing private 
businesses and public lands. Both of the design refinements would result in Phase 1 project related 
activities extending beyond the original EIS study corridor. 
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       Figure 1. Boulder City Bypass Project Area Overview
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The new areas needed to accommodate changes in design that are located beyond the original EIS 
study corridor were subject to environmental review/survey in conformance with applicable federal 
(Section 106,  ESA, etc.), state and local laws.  The findings of the review were then examined in light of 
the project in its entirety and it was determined that the following areas are NOT impacted: 
 

• Social and Environmental Justice 
• Economic 
• Agricultural 
• Land Use 
• Visual 
• Indirect and Cumulative Impacts 
• Historic Architectural Resources 
• Archaeological Resources 
• Native American Concerns 
• Wetlands 
• Water Body Involvement 

• Contaminated Sites 
• Air Quality 
• Floodplains 
• Noise 
• Water Quality 
• Wild and Scenic Rivers 
• Section 4(f)/6(f) Resources 
• Construction Impacts 
• Traffic 
• Changes in Environmental Commitments 

or Mitigation Measures 
 
The proposed design changes and changed conditions would impact the following areas: 
 

• Changes in the affected environment within or adjacent to the project 
• Right-of-Way 
• Fish & Wildlife and Threatened and Endangered Species (T&E) 
• Public Involvement and Agency Coordination 

 
Changes in the affected environment within or adjacent to the project 
 
The Hoover Dam Bypass project was completed and opened to the public on October 10, 2010. Since 
the opening, substantial traffic jams have occurred irregularly on US 93. When these backups of 
southbound (SB) US 93 do occur they begin at the Hoover Dam and continue north along “old US 
93”/SR172 through the new US 93 Exit 2 interchange and on through Boulder City. 
 
Traffic volume data for 2010 and January 2011 is presented in Table 1 and they indicate an increase in 
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) post-bridge opening on US 93.  The traffic data gathering point is located .3 
mi south Lakeshore Drive/US 93 intersection. 
 
  Table 1. Comparative Traffic Volumes for US 93 Near Hoover Dam 

Month/Year MADT* % of AADT** 
January 2010 10,797 78.8 
September 2010 12,723 92.9 
October 2010 13,428 98.0 
November 2010 17,077 124.6 
December 2010 15,691 114.5 
January 2011 14,245 - 

  *Monthly Average Daily Traffic **Annual Average Daily Traffic  
 
This irregular operational failure can be attributed visitors to the dam and new bridge and how parking 
and the movement of visitors between the dam and bridge attractions is accommodated.  Additionally, 
poor highway signage along and leading up to the new US 93 Exit 2 interchange creates confusion for 
motorists seeking to exit and visit the bridge resulting in unsafe vehicle operation at the Exit 2 
interchange for both SB and northbound (NB) travelers. 
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Since the bridge opening, the Boulder City mayor, city council, and state and federally elected officials 
have contacted NDOT strongly advocating for improvements to US 93 between Buchanan Blvd. and the 
Exit 2 interchange in addition to accelerating progress toward the completion of the Boulder City Bypass 
project. 
 
In response, NDOT will utilize state funds to undertake the following proposed improvements by 
December 2011: 
 

• Post improved signage for SB and NB motorists seeking to visit the dam/bridge 
• Widen SB US 93 one lane from approximately 0.25 mi south of Buchanan to the Hoover Dam 

Interchange.  The highway currently drops from two lanes to one until you get to the new bridge 
approach where it opens back up to two lanes.  The distance is about 5.5 miles. 

• Widen NB US 93 one lane from the Hoover Dam Interchange to approximately 1,500’ past 
Lakeshore Dr.  The distance on this segment is about 1.5 miles. 

• Extension of culverts 
• Install guardrail to protect poles, headwalls, etc… 
• Improve some operational deficiencies as discovered 
• Construct High T Intersection improvements at Lakeview and Lakeshore 
• Install Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) devices to provide travel times 

 
In anticipation of the bridge opening, NDOT completed operational improvements to the US 
93/Buchanan intersection in September 2010. These improvements consisted of lengthening the SB US 
93 dual left turn lane storage lengths to approx 850’ with a protected median, improving the acceleration 
length and merge distance for the NB US 93 free-right lane west of the Buchanan intersection, and 
widening the pavement along the easterly side of the north approach of the intersection to accommodate 
large truck turns.   
 
Other elements that are now just being developed and were not considered in the 2006 Boulder City 
Bypass EIS, but are likely to be in place by the time Phase II is complete is that the Bureau of 
Reclamation (BOR) has begun preliminary planning on construction of an additional new visitor center for 
bridge/dam visitors. Site location is very preliminary, but locations near the current bridge viewing area or 
in the vicinity of the Exit 2 interchange are being considered. The National Park Service (NPS) has also 
begun initial planning to replace and expand their visitor center currently located near the US 
93/Lakeshore Drive intersection. 
 
In addition to addressing the current Boulder City traffic issue along US 93 until Phase II of the Bypass 
project is complete (tentatively 2025), any planned NDOT improvements to US 93 between Exit 2 and 
Buchanan Blvd. would decrease emergency response times to points south of Buchanan Blvd. and 
would provide a safer more functional transportation facility to the main entrance of the Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area (LMNRA) and between LMNRA and the Hacienda Hotel and Casino and the 
Hoover Dam and Mike O’Callaghan-Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge. 
 
Right-of-Way Impacts 
As depicted in Figure 2, the proposed Phase 1 design refinements of the WFR in Henderson will require 
the additional acquisition of 3.46 acres of public and private land. The acquisitions are required to 
accommodate the WFR geometry at the historic Boulder City Branch Railroad as well as the connection 
of the WFR to Dawson Avenue. 
 
At the extreme south end of Phase 1 in Eldorado Valley the proposed design refinements would require 
the additional acquisition of 3.65 acres from the BLM.  This proposed improvement would help clearly 
define safe and legal access between the proposed bypass and existing private businesses and public 
lands.  All acquisitions will be in conformance with the Uniform Act. 
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Fish & Wildlife and Threatened and Endangered Species (T&E) 
A formal Section 7 consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be conducted for Phase 1.   
Surveys required by the Endangered Species Act for the Biological Assessment began in summer 2010 
and are planned to be complete in spring 2011.  This project is covered under the Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO) received from the USFWS in September 2010 and consultation with USFWS 
will be conducted in accordance with that PBO. 
 
Consultation with the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) to address their concerns, particularly with 
regard to impacts to bighorn sheep and to a bat colony inhabiting a mine shaft within the Phase 1 
footprint is ongoing.  For Phase 1, NDOW does not believe that any measures need to be implemented 
for bighorn sheep as there is very low to no movement of them between the River Mountains and the 
McCullough Mountains. The mine shaft will be cleared of bats prior to its closure and consultation is 
ongoing with NDOW on specifically how to accomplish this. 
 
Construction and operational mitigation will be implemented as stated on pages 10-12 of the Record of 
Decision and as stipulated in the USFWS PBO. 
 
Any NDOT improvements to US 93 between Exit 2 and Lakeshore Drive would seek to complement any 
mitigation measures required for Phase II of the Boulder City Bypass. 
 
Public Involvement and Agency Coordination 
A project web site was developed for this project and it was last updated January 2011 to keep the public 
updated regarding the project.  NDOT’s project manager has worked closely with the Railroad Pass 
Casino and other businesses impacted by Phase 1 as well local municipal staff and elected officials.  A 
public information meeting was held on October 26, 2010 at Mannion Middle School from 4-7 p.m. to 
update the public, specifically the residents and businesses in the Railroad Pass area.  The meeting was 
noticed in the Las Vegas Review Journal, Henderson View and Boulder City Review and notices were 
mailed to federal, state, and local agencies and elected officials as well as to all property owners within a 
¼ mile radius of the Phase 1 project area. 
 
About 80 members of the general public, elected officials and agency representatives attended the 
meeting. Two presentations were made by NDOT staff focusing on the design details and construction of 
the WFR, Phase 1 funding and scheduling, and the status of Phase II (from US 95 to Hoover Dam 
Bypass). 
 
Written and oral comments received covered the following topics (Attachment A transcripts): 
 

• How many lanes will the west frontage road have? 
• What is the anticipated traffic for the west frontage road? 
• No east frontage road wanted 
• What’s going to happen to Access Road, will you still be to enter US 93 SB from it? 
• When will the entire project (Phases I and II) be finished? 
• Concerned about diverting traffic away from Boulder City business when the Phase II complete 
• Truck traffic on US 93 through Boulder City now that bridge is open 
• Maintaining access to Railroad Pass Casino 
• Pedestrian, equestrian, and bighorn sheep movement across the Phase I project area 
• No toll road for any proposed improvements to US 93 between the Hacienda Hotel and Casino 

(Exit 2) and the Railroad Pass Casino 
• Improve existing US 93 using roundabouts to replace existing stop lights instead of building the 

bypass 
A petition form the Friends of the Nevada Southern Railway, Inc. was also received with approximately 
6,700 signatures showing their “interest and desire  to not only perpetuate the railroad crossing at Hwy 
95 but to re-open it at the earliest possible time”. NDOT has been carefully considering the rail crossing 
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Attachment A 
 

Boulder City Bypass 
Public Information Meeting 

October 26, 2010 
Transcript 

 
 
 
 
 


















































































































































