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New Sound Wall 
with aesthetic 
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Area Context:

The Landscape and Aesthetics theme developed for US 95 Phase 1 
(Washington Avenue north of Rainbow Curve to Ann Road) celebrates nature’s 
mountainous geology contrasted by the curving forms of our valley floor. 
These are accentuated with dry stack rock walls and the Mojave Desert’s 
unique and recognizable flora, which complement the valley floor.

US 95 Phase 2 improvements proposed extend to the Kyle Canyon Road 
turnoff.  Traveling northbound, the area’s unique geology surrounds you while 
the flora and fauna become more diverse as you travel from the lower valley 
elevation of Phase 1.  North of the Kyle Canyon exit is Corn Creek Field Station, 
part of the Desert National Wildlife Refuge. This Station protects the Bighorn 
Sheep habitat and provides travelers with a Visitor’s Center to safely view the 
sheep, as well as other easily recognizable fauna such as the Desert Hawk. 

Project Context:

Further reflecting the area’s surroundings, the aesthetic theme for Phase 2 elevates the mountainous forms 
seen in Phase 1 with more emphasis on the rugged edges and geologic striations.  These mountains are 
more easily viewable to the traveler, while the theme also celebrates the unique wildlife at the nearby 
Desert National Wildlife Refuge.  

The I-15/US 95 Landscape and Aesthetics Corridor Plan, designates a “gateway treatment” for the Kyle 
Canyon Road Exit.  This key node is a marker to the Las Vegas Valley (Southbound) and the Mount Charleston 
Recreation Area (Northbound).  Freestanding concrete and metal sculptures with earthforms symbolically 
capture the mountainous area to define this gateway. 

The theme promotes sustainability and preserves the natural undisturbed desert within the right of way 
wherever possible. The primary decorative rock mulch blend for much of the right-of-way is used to reflect 
the colors seen in the adjacent hills. Accent colors represent striations in the geologic plates seen rising 
from the desert floor.  With this desert receiving only about four inches of rainfall annually, rain harvesting 
techniques will be used to collect water by contouring landforms into bio-swales.  Special amendments 
will be added to the soil to absorb rain water which is then slowly released back to the plant roots over 
a period of time.  The plants will be temporarily irrigated over the first year, then weaned to adapt to the 
natural rainfall patterns.  This project will have no mechanical irrigation, using only desert-adapted plants 
as was done in Phase 1. 

LANDSCAPE AND AESTHETICS THEME

S I T E  P L A N

Landscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2
July 24, 2013
ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION
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N E W  S O U N D W A L L  T R E A T M E N T

 Soundwall Segment Patterning

 Soundwall panel graphics

Landscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2
July 24, 2013

Perspective view of soundwall segment 

ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION

New SoundwallUS-95



E L K H O R N  R O A D

Perspective of the Elkhorn Road Bridge Southbound on US-95

Enlargement of proposed column wrapLandscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2
July 24, 2013
ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION

Decorative cutouts

Art sculpture 
column wrap

Existing Elkhorn 
Road Bridge

Note: Column wraps are oriented to face Northbound and Southbound travelers

Existing 
column

Metal work 
column 
wrap on (4) 
columns

Desert hawk image



D U R A N G O  D R I V E 

Perspective of Proposed Aesthetic Enhancements as viewed traveling Northbound on US-95 

Landscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2
July 24, 2013

Monument Wall and Weathered Steel Accent Sculpture at off-ramps
ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION

Existing Durango Drive 

Proposed painted graphics 
on existing slope pavement

Existing slope to receive 
decorative rock mulch, 
native plants and boulders

US-95 Northbound



Perspective of the Horse Drive Bridge abutment enhancement

Enlargement of proposed Metal Art Sculpture

Proposed art to be attached 
to bridge column

H O R S E  D R I V E

Landscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2 (Future Phase)
July 24, 2013

( F U T U R E  P H A S E )

ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION

Decorative cutouts

Proposed landscape
Desert Hawk image

Bighorn Sheep image

Existing Horse Drive Bridge

Bighorn Sheep image



K Y L E  C A N Y O N  R O A D 

Perspective of the US-95 Gateway to / from Las Vegas

Landscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2 (Future Phase)
July 24, 2013

Enlargement of Monument Wall Sculpture and Desert Hawk image

ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION

Monument Wall Sculptures 
with multiple textures and 
painted accents

Note: Concrete monument sculpture also at Durango Drive Interchange and Elkhorn Road Bridge locations

US-95 Northbound US-95 Southbound Steel wildlife images 
attached to walls

Weathered steel 
accent sculpture

Steel Desert Hawk image 
Monument Wall Sculpture

( F U T U R E  P H A S E )



K Y L E  C A N Y O N  R O A D 

Perspective of the US-95 Gateway to / from Las Vegas

Landscape and Aesthetic Enhancements
US-95 : Phase 2 (Future Phase)
July 24, 2013

Enlargement of Monument Wall Sculpture and Desert Hawk image

( F U T U R E  P H A S E )

ALL INFORMATION PRESENTED IS PRELIMINARY AND SUBJECT TO REVISION

Monument Wall Sculpture

Weathered steel accent 
sculpture

Note: Grouping of sculptures as viewed by travelers. Aesthetic treatments on both Northbound and Southbound sides to define Gateway

US-95 Southbound

Steel Desert Hawk image 
Monument Wall Sculpture


	1-site_plan_FULL
	2-soundwall_FULL
	3-elkhorn_FULL
	4-durango_FULL
	5-horse_FULL
	6-kyle_1_FULL
	7-kyle_2_FULL

