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KELY Ely 1230 KBET
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FM STATIONS
KRWL Carson City 97.3 KRGN
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NEVADA BROADCASTING STATIONS

Las Vegas 920
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“The Strip.” world renowned and sometimes called
the entertainment capital of the world, is shown in this

daytime view looking toward downtown Las Vegas.

A

M
it W,

Skiing, the most popular wintertime sport. draws floods of
winter visitors to Nevada. This scene is typical of the many fine

ski areas which abound in many parts of the state.

One of the major industries in Nye County is the

processing plant for brucite and magnesite located at Gabbs,

Lake Tahoe, as viewed from its eastern shore has developed

tremendously in recent years. It has come to be known
world-wide, not only because of its recreational
facilities, but also because of its majestic beauty.
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The Great Seal of the State of Nevada.

NEVADA

The history of Nevada can be traced in the development
of her roads—from the early Indian trails, to the paths
put down by the early white explorers, the deep rutted
wagon roads cut by the emigrant trains to California
and finally, in the 1920's, the first roads built by the
newly established Highway Department. Today a net-
work of over 4,800 miles of modern highways has closed
the distances in this vast state, bringing new growth and
prosperity to even the most isolated areas.

©1968 by Nevada Department of Highways, Carson City, Nev.
Prepared by Rand McNally & Company, Chicago, Illinois

All photographs by Nevada State Highway Department Photographers.
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d across central Nevada.
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Donner Lake.
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A typical desert setting with grazing sheep as seen frequently
throughout Nevada, this one along U.S. 50 in Eureka County,
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is the cotton production that has recently come into
prominence in the southern portion of Nevada.

State Bird — Mountain Bluebird.

Part of the EARLY HISTORICAL
TRAILS and GHOST TOWNS of NEVADA

# Other existing towns

« Old Mining Camps still in existence

Any authentic comments concerning the trails and ghost towns shown,
or those which may have been omitted, will be appreciated.

The Trail Map. The story of the early trails in Nevada can
never be completely told. Some of the pioneer explorers were
so busy trying to survive that they kept no records or, if they did,
left journals too meager to be of much help. Students and his-
torians continue to follow up slim leads with surprising success,
however, so that many of the old routes are now fairly accurately
established. The most important of these are shown.

Peter Skene Ogden led a Hudson’s Bay Trapping Expedition
down along the river which was known as Ogden’s River and
Mary’s River before Fremont gave it the name that stuck—the
Humboldt. Some scholars believe that Ogden had entered Nevada
into Elko County as early as 1826. If so, this would make him,
an Englishman, the first white man to enter northern Nevada.

Jedediah S. Smith was the first American to enter the state,
This remarkable trapper-explorer is known to have crossed the
southern tip of Nevada in 1826 en route to California. He re-
turned east the following year on an incredibly difficult journey

John C. Fremont came down from Oregon into Nevada in
1843, discovered and named Pyramid Lake, crossed the Sierra
1 ? Nevada south of Carson Pass and in this area sighted Lake Tahoe
I which he named Lake Bonpland. His return from California
brought him across southern Nevada in 1844 over the old Spanish

Fremont, in 1845, divided his company into two parties in
eastern Nevada. Joseph Walker, veteran of several previous ex-
cursions into the state, took charge of one, guiding his division
through Secret Pass in the Ruby Mountains, then along the
Humboldt. Fremont took the second division over the Ruby
Mountains via Harrison Pass and pursued a southwesterly course
to Walker Lake to a rendezvous with Walker's group.

The Donner Party in 1846 took the so-called Salt Lake Cut-off,
an impractical route for wagons. The delays encountered here,
and subsequent difficulties contributed to the disaster near

Other Trails. The Goose Creek-Humboldt Emigrant Trail with
its main forks to the Truckee and Carson Rivers was the favorite
route. The Bidwell-Bartleson Trail route of the first emigrant
party, had to abandon its wagons in eastern Nevada and pack
through to California. The Applegate-Lassen Cut-off led over a
section of the Black Rock Desert, a desolate, sandy and water-
less area, The Spanish Trail, the oldest trail in the state, was put
down by Spanish missionaries and traders. Later a portion of the
trail was known as the San Bernardino-Salt Lake Wagon road, a
favorite emigrant route, The Death Valley Route was a short-cut
used in 1849, later abandoned.

State Flag

— With the Motto “Battle Born.”

State Flower — Sagebrush,

A WORD TO OUR VISITORS . . .

SPEED LIMITS — Unless otherwise posted, Nevada's highways do not have maximum speed
limits. You must drive at safe and reasonable speeds, however. Use your good judgment, rak-
ing into consideration road and weather conditions, visibility and rraffic. Reduce your speed
through urbanized areas according to posted limits. Slow down, also, as you approach ranches
or other settled areas regardless of size. Some of these may not have posted speed limits but you
should be prepared to stop.
SCHOOL BUSSES — Come to a complete stop when you approach a school bus which is flash-
ing a red warning signal. Traffic in both lanes must stop as long as the signal is flashing.
UNIMPROVED ROADS — Many of the unimproved roads in the Srate can be dangerous, espe-
cna]]y dunng stormy weather. We advise you not to venture off paved hlghways unless you
first inquire locally—be certain that the road to your destination is open and in good condition.
It is a good idea, also, to carry water, tools, extra gasoline and other provisions if you are driv-
ing in isolated areas,
WINTER DRIVING — Roads throughout the State are kept open for winter driving, although
there may be delays in the mountainous areas while snow removal operations are going on,
Carry chains at all times — you may need them at any time during winter months, particularly
in the northern parts of the State. Road condition reports are available by telephone in the Reno
area in the winter by calling telephone No. RO1-2345; elsewhere, a toll call to this number.
TRAFFIC LAWS — Driving regulations in Nevada are similar to those in other srates. Warch
your turn signals, dim your lights, park off travel lanes, and observe the no passing zones
marked with yellow lines.
KEEP OUR HIGHWAYS CLEAN — Don't be a litterbug! Remember your good driving manners
and help us keep our highways attractive.
FIRE DANGER — It is unlawful to throw cigarertes or matches out of your car, Help us prevent
the disastrous range and forest fires which can result from carelessness on the part of mororists.
Use your ashtray, save our scenery!
OPEN RANGE — In rural areas, motorists are cautioned to watch for livestock and wild animals
thar occasionally cross the highway, or graze along the road shoulders, especially ac night.
SPECIAL EVENTS — A number of events take place seasonally which are of unusual interest—
Winter-the University of Nevada Winter Carnival in Reno; Spring-the St. Parrick's Day
parade in Reno, the Tournament of Champions Golf Classic, and Helldorado Celebration in
Las Vegas, and Industrial Days in Henderson; Summer-the Reno Rodeo, the Pony Express
Races and Nevada Fair of Industry in Ely, the Elko County Fair and Livestock Show in Elko,
the Labor Day Stampede and Rodeo in Fallon and Winnemucca, and the National Champion-
ship Air Races in Reno; Fall-Nevada Day in Carson Clry, Washoe County Fair in Reno, and
the Miss Rodeo America Pageant and Community Fair in Las Vegas.

o HIGH PLATEAU COUNTRY — Northern Washoe and Hum-

boldt Counties sre location for Sheldon National Antelope
Refuge and range herds of game graze on plateau area dotred
with small lakes and springs.

° LOVELOCK — Agricultural town established when emigrant
trail pi pped before crossing 40-mile deserr, Nearby Rye

Patch reservoir source for surrounding irrigated fields. Historical

Marker sire on U.8. 40 in Lovelock.

° WINNEMUCCA — Center for ranching, commerce and govern-
ment in region. Named for ﬁunom Paivte Indian chief of mid-
1800's. Histotical in Wi ca marks site for
pioneer cemetery,

° BATTLE MOUNTAIN — Named for Indian-emigrant battle in
Iciz?. Open-pit copper mining underway in neacby Copper
yon.

° BEOWAWE — Largest active geyser area outside of Yellow-
stone Park. Steam from geysers visible from highway.

° CARLIN — Rl.llmd town and wmcm entrance to scenic canyon
along historic Humboldr, State’s | river. Major mining
operation located north: of Carlin.

° MOUNTAIN CITY — Early mining town thac has developed
into center for hunters and fishermen. The JARBIDGE country
with its WILD AREA to the east. Nearby OWYHEE headquarters
for Shoshone Indian Reservation,

o ELKO — Commerce and governmental center for ranches in
Nevada's "Canle County.” Lies in area noted for fishing and
hunting. Historical monument on 1.5 40 a few miles west of
Elko marks crossing of pioneer trail.

° FORT HALLECK — Halleck site for ruins of army fort buile in
1860's to protect settlers againse Indian raids.

® WELLS — Gateway to the Ruby Mountains, the State’s bes
known deer hunting area. Crossroads for major transportation
routes, [U.S. 40 and 93.

° PILOT PEAK — Landmark for pi ing Salt Lake
Desert. Springs at base ol' mnumun used b‘r emigrants.

0 McGILL — Smelter and mill for copper ore. Largest are process-
ing plant in State,

@ ELY — Center for most important mining area in State. Excellent
hunting, camping nearby.

0 LEHMAN CAVES — Spectacular underground limestone forma-
tions; guided rours, Lies in heart of Wheeler Peak scenic area,

@ WARD CHARCOAL OVENS HISTORIC STATE MONU-

MENT — Stone bechive ovens stand as reminders of early char-
coul production used by smelters operaring in White Pine County
in the late 1800's.

@ RUTH — One of nation’s largest Open-pir copper mines: source
of are for Nevada's biggest menllic mining operation. Historical
monument on LS. 50 at Ruth juncrion.

° EUREKA — Area former leading producer of lead, zinc, and
silver. Relics remain from boom of 1870's. Historical monument
on U.S. 50 in Eureka.

@ AUSTIN — Silver boom town of 1860's, Remains include public
buildings, mine dumps, and STOKES CASTLE on hill ro south-
west, Historical monument on ULS. 50 in Austin,

0 ICHTHYOSAUR PAI.EONTOI.OGIC STATE MONUMENT
— Fossil beds ¢ of th sea reptiles from pre-
historic times. Western entrance to park near GABBS, 2 modern
mining community.
@ SMOKY VALLEY — Pioneer settlement area rhtm.t back to
5&:&)‘3 ROUND MOUNTAIN on east side was site for gold
BINE.

0 VOLCANIC AREA — Examples of State’s most recent volaanic
activity vividly displayed, including LUNAR CRATER ten miles
south of bighway.

@ PIOCHE — Center for lead, zinc, silver mining, Remains of
famed "Million Dollar" courthouse still stand. Historical monu-
ment on U.S. 93 near Pioche.

@ CATHEDRAL GORGE STATE PARK — Qustunding ex-
amples of wind and water eroded formations in narrow gorge.
Nearby are KERSHAW-RYAN and BEAVER DAM state parks.

@ CALIENTE — Former milroad community now known for its
nearhy state parks and annual deer hunters' amn

a ALAMO — Early M n ranching ¢ ity in PAHBANA.
GAT VALLEY, Nmby lakes offer Esh.m; and huntin

@ MESQUITE, BUNKERVILLE — Picneer Mormon communi-
ties. Unusual architecrure of early era still in use.

0 OVERTON — Known for its rruck and dairy farming. LOST
CITY MUSEUM located here displays relics from both whire and
Indizn settlements now covered by Lake Mead.

@ VALLEY OF FIRE STATE PARK — Outstanding examples of
red sandstone formations and Indian pewroglyphs.

@ BOULDER. CITY — Gartden city of southern Nevada. Head-
qQ federal administration of HOOVER DAM and LAKE
MEAD NATIONAL RECREATIONAL AREA, which includes
DAVIS DAM and LAKE MOJAVE.

@ EL DORADO CANYON — Site on Colorado River where gold
and silver mining boom occurred in mid-1800's, Historical monu-
ment on U.5. 95 west of NELSON,

HENDERSON — Chief industrial community in State. Producer
of magnesium during World War 1L Facilities now being used
for chemical production and allied indusery.

o LAS VEGAS — Nevada's largest city. A prominent tourist attrac-
tion with its famed Strip hotels, spectacular convention center.
Site for Nevada Southern University. Air Force gunnery and
bombing school in nearby NORTH LAS VEGAS,

@ MT, CHARLESTON — Scenic and winter sports area within
hour's drive of desert climare in Las Vegas.

dTOMlCTESTsn‘E Nation's largest atomic testing ground

inistrative headquarters at MERCURY. INDIAN
SPkaS.oncemoldIndunmdmmdmmmouthc
emigrant trail, is currently an Air Force base.

BEATTY — Entrance to Death Valley. Seven miles west are
ghost towns of RHYOLITE and BULLFROG, gold mining
greats of early 1900's, North and south of Beatty on U.S. 95 are
SCOTTY'S JUNCTION and LATHROP WELLS, both entrances
to Death Valley,

o GOLDFIELD — Famed gold and silver mining town of early
1900's. Recorded production of 3103 000,000, Site for Tex Rick-
~ard’s promotion of Gans-Nelson prize fight in 1906, Historical
monument on U.8. 95 in Goldhield

° TONOPAH — Silver mining boom began here in 1900 when.

Butler's mule kicked loose & nugget to start the rush, Hiumcnl
“monument on U.S. 93 in Tonopah,

@ ‘BOUNDARY PEAK — Highest point in Nevada, 13,145 feer,
Lics in White Mountains on west side of colorful FISH LAKE
goﬁ.},IJEY Remu mctudu ghost towns of LIDA and GOLD

@ M.INA Fnrmur site for ore mills serving mining operations in
ineral County.

@ HAW.THORNE ‘U5 Naval Ammunition Depot. Head-
quarters for fishermen ateracted to nearby WALKER LAKE and
its famed curthiroat trout. Historical monument on U.S. 95 north
of Hawthorne.

@ ‘!‘E&!NGTON Principal community in the rich ranching areas
of Smith and Mason Valleys. Nu.lby WEED HEIGHTS home of
open-pit copper mine and processing plant.

e MINDEN, GARDNERVILLE — Twin towns in the picturesque
tanching country at the east foot of the Sierra’s. Were settled in
the mid-1800's by German emigrants. GENOA first organized
pioneer community in Nevada; MORMON STATION HIS-
TORIC STATE MONUMENT and museum located here is a
replica of original fore; established in 1849. Historical monument
on junction State Route 88 and 1.5, 395 just north of Minden.

@ STEWART Federal Indian school which houses and rtrains
Indian students from the west.

LAKE TAHOE — Cradled in the Sierras, this magnificent lake
has become a renowned tesorc area, with large [permanent com-
munities in addition to rourist facilities. On its northshore is
SAND HARBOR BEACH STATE RECREATIONAL AREA.

@ BOWERS MANSION — Otnate home of one of the wealthy

Comstock mine owners erected in Washoe Valley berween Carson
City and Reno. Building now a and grounds a county
park with facilities for swimming and picnicki

CARSON CITY — Srate Capital, named for Kit Carson. Located
here are chief administrative offices and buildings for most State
agencies; the State Museum (formerly a U.S. Mint), the State
Library and Supreme Court, and familiar silver-domed Capitol
constructed in the 1870's from native sandstone, Historical monug.
ment on U.S, 50 east of Carson marking site for mills on Carson
River which weated ore from Comstock.

@ VIRGINIA CITY — Queen of Comstock Lode, a mining area
that produced millions in gold and silver in 1800's. Nearby ate
SILVER CITY, GOLD HILL, SUTRO TUNNEL, and DAY-
TON. Historical monuments have been erected on State Route 17

in Virginia City, and on U.S. 50 in Dayron.

@ FORT CHURCHILL — Site of ruins of early army fort estab-
ll.sli;ed n“d‘s'h: Garson River in 1860 to protect pioneers from
Indian rai

@ FALLON — Center for western Nevada agriculture. Developed
from nation’s first major federal w:hmmoa project, I.AHDN-
TAN DAM RESERVOIR. Water produced
farms, and feeds marshes in renown Stillwater duck hunting area.
East of Fallon is famed SINGING MOUNTAIN. Historical
monument has been erected on U.S. 50 east of Fallon marking
nearby ruins'of Pony Express station at Sand Springs.

RENO — Principal commercial, cultural communirty in northern
Nevads and Srate's second largest city. Home of University of
Nevada. Gateway to Sierra Nevada's winter spores area that in-
cludes Mr. Rose, Slide Mountain, and Squaw Valley, Historical
monument on U.S. 395 south on Reno marks JUNCTION
HOUSE as first permanent settlement in Truckee Meadows.

0 SPARKS — One of the fastest growning communities in the

west, is located in the fertile Truckee Meadows. Known as the
“Rail Ciry," Sparks is fast becoming a major distribution center
to California and the western markets due to Nevada's tax-free
‘warehousing.

o PYRAMID I.AK.E — Lying within Pyramid Lake Indian Reser-
\rmon. lake is 33 miles uo.rd: of Reno and Sparks. Discovered
and named by Joha C. Fremont in 1844, Pyramid is remnant
of prehistoric Lake Lahonran, Indian trading post at NIXON

at south end of lake.

Of unusual interest, and a little known fact,

The ghost town of Delamar, located west of Caliente
off U.S. 93 in Lincoln County, is an example of the
many mining ruins to be found throughout Nevada.
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Reno Arch, with the slogan, “The Biggest Little City in the World"”

frames the gateway to the casinos in downtown Reno.

Gnarled Bristlecone Pine, located in higher elevations of the rugged
Wheeler Peak area of White Pine County, have only recently
been acknowledged as the oldest living things in the world.

The Feed-lot procedure has become a highly specialized operation.
Here cattle are shown feeding at Mason Valley in Lyon County.




