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Part of the Early Historical Trails
and Ghost Towns of Nevada
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® Other exisling cities and places

Any authenltic comments concemning the lralls and ghost
townsz shown, or lhose which may have been omlitted, will
beé appreciated

THE THAIL MAF The story of early trails through
Nevada must remain incomplete. Some explorers
were too busy frying 1o survive 1o maintain rec-
ords; olhers were able o keep only meager ones.
Students and histarians continue to follow up even
slim leads,; sometimes with success. Despite some
lack of intormation, many of the old routes are
reasonably well established and accurately lo-
cated. The more Important of these irails are
shown, and the major explorer-trail blazers noted
below.

PETER SKEME DGDEWN He led a Hudson's Bay
Irapping expedition along what is now known as
the Humboldt River; but earlier called Ogden's
River and Mary's River before Fremont gave it its
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preser! name, Some scholars believe Ogden en-
tered Nevada in the Elko County area as early
as 1826, This would have made him, a Canadian,
the first white man to enter northern Nevada.

JEDED|AH 5. SMITH This first American to enter
Ihe state was known to have crossed the southern
lip in 1826 on his way to Californla. The remark-
able trapper-explorer returned east the following
year by an incredibly difficult journey across cen-
iral Nevada.

IGHN ©. FREMONTY Perhaps the best known of
Nevada's trall makers, he came down from Oregon
in 1843 into what is now northern Washoe County.
He discovered and named Pyramid Lake, crossed
the Sierras south of Carson Pass and enroute
sighted Lake Tahoa which he named Lake Bon-
pland. His return from California brought him
across the southern end of the state in 1844 along
the Old Spanish Trail.

In 1845, while exploring eastern Nevada, Fre-
mont split his party. Joseph Walker, veleran of
several previous trips through the state, guided his
half of the aroup through Secret Pass in the Ruby
Mountains, then westarly along the Humboldt.
Fremont. with the remainder of the party. crossed
the Rubys via Harrison Pass and continued south-
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westerly to Walker Lake for an eventual meeting
with Walker's division.

OTHER THAILS The Goose Creek-Humboldt Emi-
granl Trail with its main forks along the Truckee
and Careon Rivers was the most used route. The
Bidwell-Bartleson Trail was the route of the first
amigrant party to cross the state, That group had
lo abandan its wagons In eastern Nevada and pack
through to California. The Donner Trail, as it be-
came Known after the disaster of the Donner party
in reaching California, was actually the so-cailed
Sall Lake Culoff. Delays encountered In using the
route which was impractical for wagons led to
further difficulties and tragedy near the lake and
summit which now bear the party's name.

The Applegate-Lassen Cutofl provided a lower
pass through the Sierra Nevada mountains but
required crossing the infamous and waterless
Black Rock Deserl. The Spanish Trail, oldest in
the state, was established by missionaries and
traders. Later a section of the route became known
as lhe San Bernardino-Salt Lake Wagon Road and
was well used by the emigrants. The Death Valley
Emigrant Trail was a shortcut into southern Cali-
fornia in the late 1840's, butl lack of water and
difficult terrain caused It to be abandoned within
a few years.
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The history af Nevada can be traced in the development I il - b , . h
of her roads—trom the early Indian trails, to the paths - --fﬁlﬁwﬁmr Wi
SSACE FROM THE HONORABLE MIKE 0 CALLAGHAN put down by the early white explorers, the deep rutted o !“.‘,"“‘lmf“"' - 49 f e i
T OVERNOR O NEVADA. wagon roads cut by the emigrant trains to California and y  Mergurye | ! By $~
finally, in the 1920's, the first roads built by the newly R T - e [ o e
e with plessuro established Highway Department. Today a network of over |," e A =
that 4,800 miles of modern highways has closed the distances 7 sonymiek { .; b
b [“Lf"rl: A T o in this vast state, bringing new growth and prosperity to Moy :
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even the most isolated areas.
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COVER PICTURE - Witdharse Reservoir in northern

tance of this type of resourco in Mevada. This beautiful desert lake set in sagebrush-covered hills
eerves a critical need for both watar storage and recreation lacilities

Elka County symbolizes the growing impor-
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eniny everything wo have to offer.

tiacerely,

Mike O'CalTapghfin

GLITTERING METROPOLIS - The Las Vegas skyline at night dramatically portrays the vast expanss of activity in the state's i B
largest cily. The soft outline of the Spring Mauntains and Charleston Peak area west of the community contrasts sharply with USE THE CONVENIENTLY
the glittering lighta of the busy metropolis, LOCATED LITTER BARRELS

®® & e ©od

IN AN EMERGENCY—To reach the Highway Pa-
trol dial Ope

.: ROAD CONDITIONS

For information on ROAD CONDITIONS during the
winter months call the following numbers:

Northern Nevada—Reno 793-1313
Southern Nevada—Las Vegas 385-0181

MAPS

Individual detailed maps of Nevada may be ob-
ment, Room 206, 1263 South Stewart Street,
Carson City, Nevada 89701 B

TOURIST INFORMATION

Tourist information may be obtained by writing

ator and ask for ZENITH 1-2000

LAS VEGAS REGION
[
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NEVADA BROADCASTING STATIONS

of Nevada in Renao.

NEVADA EDUCATION - A rapidly expanding university and community college system rellects
the state’s dynamic growth and developmeant. New bulldings are being canstructed al campuses
throughoul Nevada. Typical are thesa handsome brick and conerete facilities at the University

STATE FLOWER
Sagebrush

New Highway Signs . . .

New color coded symbol signs are replacing the old
lettered signs throughout Nevada, Motorists are cau-
tioned that they may encounter both the “old” and the
"new" signs during the transition period. Please drive
carefully.

NEW oLD

TURN

DIVIDED
HIGHWAY

ENDS
\/

If you like Mevada . .. Stay abreast of everything!
GHOST TOWNS HISTORICAL FEATURES
ENTERTAINMENT SCENMNE BACK ROADS
All in magnificent color . . . 50 fresh you can smell
the scent of sage and pine!

SUBSCRIBE TO:

NEVADA

MAGAZINE

CARSON CITY, NEVADA 85701
Only $4.00 a year,
Published quarterly by the State Highway Depariment.
Also available the Nevada Calendar al only $2.00.

- " ‘._‘ :'r:._ .-“ . : _-._r e ] '- ;
COPPER MINING - Open pit copper mining is expanding in Nevada. The lalest operation is
located just south of Ballle Mountain in the Copper Ganyon area of Lander County. Because

Ihe ore contains such a low percantage of copper, lens of material are handled in concentrating
and removing the metal.
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WESTERN AMERICANA - A bil of the "Qld West" is relived each year as ranchers
drive Iheir catlle to and from summer range. The herefords being driven here ars
part of a caftle operalion near Hiko In ceniral Lincoln County. This mora historic
means of moving livestock is being replaced by trucking as the rural roads in Nevada
are steadily improved,

y i AM STATIONS
arson Ci 1300 KVEG  Los Vegas 970
gnu gho i 1240 KBET Reno 1340
KELY  Ely 1230 KCBN  Reno 1230
KVLV  Fallon 980 KCRL Reno 780
mmo “ﬂ"m“ o };23 KOBY  Reno 1550

v erson
KENO  LasVegas 1460 ezt Seno s
KLAV Las Vegas 1230

KLUC Las Vegas 1140 KOME Renc 1450
KORK  las Vegas 920 KBUB  Sparks 1270
KRAM  Las Vegas 1340 KWNA  Wimemucea 1400

FM STATIONS
KNIS Carson City 947 KRGN  Las Vegos 101.9
KPTL Carson City 97.3 KVEG  Llat Veges 92.3
KLy Fallen 993 KGLR Reno 1057
KLVM  Henderson 94.1 KMNEV Renc 95.5
KLUC  Las Vegas  98.5 KSRN  Reno 104.5
KORK  Las Vegas §7.1 KUNR  Reno 88.7

PUBLIC MUSEUMS

Boulder City....lake Megd Recreational Area Headquarters
M

Carson City.....Mevodo Stete Museum

Elko.. .+ +sx.+.Northeastern Nevada Museum

Ely. ievsrsess. . Chamber of Commerce and Mines Museum
Fallon, v« s s e+« Churchill County Historical Socisty Museum
v+ =+« Mermon Station Historical Museum
Henderson...... Southem Nevada Museum

Las Vegas.... .. Museum of Natural Histery

Cverton, « « « .« Lost City Museum

Pioche.........lincoln County Historical Society Museum

,Nevada State Historical Society and Mackay
School of Mines Museum

Waoshoe Valley . Bowers Mansion Museum

RENO. sasinass

STATE BIRD
Mountain Bluebird

MILITARY TRAINING BASE - Now established as a lull naval air station, the navy facility at
Fallon s being expanded to accammadata training Nlights from maost major bases on the west
coast, A large number ol bolh navy and marine pllots train hete, making It one of the most
Important ecoftemic aclivities in Churchill County.
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MAJESTIC MOUNTAIN - Towering maountaing are lypical of many parls of Naevada,
but Wheeler Peak in eastern White Pine County is one of the most majestic In the
state. At 13,061 feet. the impressive mountain lorms the center for the Lehman Caves
Mational Monument - Wheeler Peak Scenic Area.
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IRRIGATED RANCH LAND - Irrigation is the life-blood o! Nevada's agriculture. The
lush ranch land seen hera in Douglas Counly depends an snow-led streams from the
mountain range In the background, The modern technology of aerial spraying com-
bines with the age-old system of irrigating to provide some of the finest caltle
pasture in the state.

s

HISTORIC SIGNING - Desigration of Nevada's many historieal points of
Interest has become the respansibility of the State Division of Parks. Nearly
200 of thess attractive metallic markers have been installed throughout
the state; many of them along MNevada's highways.

STATE RECREATION AREA - Rye Palch reservoir, in addition fo storing Irrigation water for

Lovelock’s large ranching area. has become one of the state’s newes! recreation areas. With
boating and picnicking facililies, the lake formed by damming the Humboldl River is Pershing
County's most popular tourist attraction.

STATE FLAG
Motta: Batile Born

SHEEP SHEARING - The flock walting for sprina shearing |5 but a small part of the
state's Important sheep raising industry, Lyon Gounty is & major area for this activity
In western Neveda. In the background can be sean the tent used tor the shearing
oparatian.

R BB 3 = R AR e AR

RAILROAD HISTORY - Remains of the railroad shop stand today in Carson Cily as a nostalgic
reminder of the once-lamed V & T Rallroad. The impressive sandsione building formerly
housed major repair and maintenance facilities for the line that carned freight and passengers

belween Virginia City, Carsan Cily, and Reno.

A Word to Qur Visitors . ..

SPEED LIMITE—Nevada has a maximum speed
limil of 55 miles per hour This |s parl ol the lugl
conservation effort and in compliance with the
national speed limit, Use your good judgment n
adverse weather conditions and adjust your
speed according to visibillly and lrallic. Reduce
your speed through urbanized areas according 1o
posted limits. Slow down, also, as you approach
ranches or other settled areas regardiess of size.
Some of these may not have posted speed limils
but you should be prepared to stop,

SCHODL BUSES—Come lo a complete stop when
you approach a school bus which is flashing a
red warning signal. Tratic in both lanes must stop
as long as Ihe signal is llashing.

UNIMPROVED NoADS—Many of the unimproved
roads in the State can be dangerous, especially
during stormy weather. We advise you not to ven-
ture off paved highways unless you first inquire
locally—be certain that the road to your destina-
tion is open and in good condition. It is a good
idea, also, to carry water, tools, exira gasoline
and other provisions if you are driving in Isolated
areas,
WINTER DRIVING—Roads throughout the State
are kept open for winter driving, afthough there
may be delays In the mountalnous areas while
enow removal operations are going on, Carry
chalns at all times—you may need them at any
time during winter months. particularly in the
northern parts of the State, Road conditions re-
poris are available by Lelephone in the Renge area
by calling 793-1313; elsewhere, a toll call to this
number,

THAFFIC LAWS— Driving regulations in Nevada
are similar to those in other states, Watch vour
turn signals, dim your lights, park off travel lanes,
and observe the no passing zones marked with
yellow lines.

FIRE DANGER — It Is unlawful to throw cigarettes
ot malches oul of your car. Help us prevent tha
disastrous range and forest fires which can result
from carelessness on the part of motorists. Use
your ashtray, save our scenary!

OPEN BRANEE—In rural areas, molorisls are cau-
tioned to watch for livestock and wild animals
that occasionally cross the highway, or araze
along the road shoulders, especially at night.

SPECIAL EVENTS - A number of events take place
seasonally which are of unusual interest—Winter
—ihe University of Nevada Winter Carnival in
Reno; Spring—the Helldorado Celebration in Las
Vegas and Industrial Days In Henderson; the Jim
Butler Days Celebration in Tonopah: Summer—
the Reno Rodeo, the Pony Express Races and
Nevada Fair of Industry in Ely, the Elko County
Fair and Livestock Show and the National Basque
Festival in Elko, Frantier Days In Lovelock, Carson
Valley Days in Gardnerville-Minden; Fall—the
Labor Day Stampede and Rodeo in Fallon and
Winnemucca, and the Nevada State Fair and
National Champlonship Air Races in Reno, and the
Nevada Day Parade in Carson City, Contact area
Chambers of Commerce for further information.

STATE TREE
Pinon Pine

FAIRWAYS AND FEMINITY - Women add lo this eye-appesling scene on one of the stata’s many
communily goll courses, Gollfng Is becoming a major tourist sltraction and local activity, as
wall, in citltes throughout Nevada, Winnemucea, in Humboldt County, has ane of the finest
small courses In the state,




