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NEVADA ALMANAC

* Name: Adopted in 1861, in Spanish, Nevada means
“snow-capped.”

e State
Seal:

¢ State Capital:
Carson City

e State Colors: Silver & Blue

e State Bird:
Mountain Bluebird

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD

DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP

e State Animal: Desert
Bighorn Sheep

¢ State Trees: Pifion Pine
and Bristlecone Pine

® The 65-mile Toiyabe Crest
National Recreation Trail
in central Nevada is the
longest maintained trail
in Nevada.

BRISTLECONE PINE

BOUNDARY PEAK

® The highest point in Nevada is Boundary Peak
at 13,134 ft. The second highest point is
Wheeler Peak at 13,063 ft. in Great Basin
National Park.

¢ Nevada is the most mountainous
state in the nation (a leading
authority has listed 314 individual
ranges and hills).

* Nevada has 42 named summits
over 11,000 ft.

® The 165-mile Tahoe Rim Trail was
completed in September 2001 after
20 years of work.

e State Route 305 near Battle
Mountain hosted the World Human
Powered Speed Challenge, a bicycle
race where the record speed of
80.55 mph was set.

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area is just 17 miles
west of Las Vegas, a coveted area for many hikers, bikers,
horseback riders and rock climbers. The array of wildlife
— which includes numerous birds, desert tortoise, desert
bighorn sheep and wild burros — isn't the only thing
that makes Red Rock Canyon unique; the multi-colored
rock formations contribute to a geologic wonderland
composed almost entirely of Aztec Sandstone (found
also in the Valley of Fire State Park and very few other
areas in the southwest United States). This 197,000-acre
area has more than 30 miles of trails. Web site:
www.redrockcanyon.blm.gov

RED ROCK CANYON

Lake Mead National Recreation Area not only contains the
largest manmade lake in the western hemisphere, but
it's also home to Hoover Dam, a 726 foot-tall concrete
structure that, upon its completion in 1935, was
considered one of the manmade wonders of the world.
Occupying the Arizona-Nevada border 25 miles east

of Las Vegas, Lake Mead was created by the damming

of the Colorado River and extends 115 miles upstream,
is from 1 to 10 miles wide, and contains 550 miles of
shoreline. Lake Mead and the Colorado River are recrea-
tional hotspots for boating, fishing, kayaking and scuba
diving. Tours of Hoover Dam’s electricity-producing
system are also available. Web sites: www.nps.gov/lame,
http://lakemead.areaparks.com/, and www.hooverdam.com

LAKE MEAD

JARBIDGE WILDERNESS AREA

Cathedral Gorge State Park in eastern Nevada on Highway 93
is located two miles northwest of Panaca. Established in
1935 as one of Nevada’s first four state parks, it was
named for the spires and columns that nature created
from the bentonite clay deposits from a prehistoric lake
bed. Today, trails and roadways take visitors to several
points of interest including Miller Point, with outstanding
views of canyons, cliffs and spires. A regional visitor
center is located at the entrance to Cathedral Gorge

and has interpretive displays and information about

all of eastern Nevada and seven other state parks.

Web site: www.state.nv.us/stparks/cg.htm

CATHEDRAL GORGE STATE PARK

WINTER RECREATION

LAKE TAHDE

The Reno-Lake Tahoe region boasts over 15 ski resorts
and snowboarders will find many terrain parks and
half-pipes. One of America’s best-kept secrets lies
just 20 miles south of Elko — helicopter skiing and
boarding in over 500 square miles of powder in the
Ruby Mountains. Southern Nevada visitors can enjoy
skiing in Lee Canyon, 40 miles north of Las Vegas.

There's plenty of room for cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing. The Reno/Tahoe area has 11 resorts for
cross-country skiing and Nevada’s backcountry is
perfect for those who desire solitude or a day-long
trek on a variety of trails. Remember, when enjoying
| the backcountry, be sure to tell someone where you

are going and when you plan to be back. Take plenty
of food and water and dress appropriately.

Other winter activities include ice-skating, tubing,
guided dogsleds, snowmabiles, and horse-drawn
sleigh tours.

For information on the many outdoor adventures,
call 1-800-NEVADA-8 or visit www.travelnevada.com
to request the Nevada Adventure Guide.

Dayton, 1849 —
Dayton’s original
residents were
prospectors who
panned for gold in
nearby Gold Canyon.
40 miles southeast
of Reno via U.S.
Highway 395 and
U.S. Highway 50,
Dayton also served
TONOPAH 35 3 stop on the
routes of both the Pony Express and the Overland Stage.

Virginia City, 1859 — The discovery of silver and gold
made Virginia City one of the most cosmopolitan cities in
the West during the early 1860's. 25 miles south of Reno
via U.S. Highway 395 and State Route 341, Virginia City
hasn't changed much since the days when a young

Sam Clemens wrote for a local newspaper under his
penname: Mark Twain.

Austin, 1862 — Located 170 miles east of Carson City
on U.S. Highway 50, Austin was once Nevada's second-
largest town and has managed to survive as an example
of the 19th-century mining towns that once dotted the
Nevada landscape. Churches, the Gridley Store and the
legendary Stokes Castle still stand today.

Eureka, 1864 — With dozens of landmark buildings —
many of which are still in use — Eureka is central Nevada's
best-preserved mining town. Located 240 miles east of
Carson City via U.S. Highway 50, Eureka is home to the
Eureka Opera House, a convention and cultural arts center
that hosts performances throughout the year.

HISTORIC MINING TOWNS

When experiencing Nevada’s rich mining heritage, please remember to leave history’s
rugged path just the way you found it. Don't remove any objects or artifacts and be
careful around Nevada's aging and crumbling ruins.

Pioche, 1869 — Pioche is known as having been the
roughest mining town in Nevada; local legend suggests

75 men were buried in the cemetery before anyone actually
died of natural causes. Home to the “Million-Dollar
Courthouse,” Pioche is 175 miles northeast of Las Vegas
via LS. Highway 93.

Tonopah, 1900 — The discovery of silver in Tonopah was

a reversal of fortune that offset a two-decade mining slump
that had severely affected the entire state. 209 miles north
of Las Vegas via U.S. Highway 95, the Central Nevada
Museum and the Tonopah Mining Park are two of the best
resources for learning about the history of the mining era.

Berlin, 1900 — Silver was discovered in Berlin in 1895,
yet within seven years, the Berlin mines had been depleted
and the townspeople began to abandoen the area. Berlin-
Ichthyosaur State Park, 145 miles east of Reno via
Interstate 80, Alt. U.S. Highway 50, and State Route
361, is the only place in Nevada where you can find
both a mining ghost town and a dinosaur dig site.

Goldfield, 1902 — Many of the buildings that serviced
the original inhabitants of Goldfield still stand. In fact,
completed in 1908, the Goldfield Hotel (now closed)
was once one of the most luxurious hotels between San
Francisco and Kansas City. Goldfield is 180 miles north
of Las Vegas via U.S. Highway 95.

Rhyolite, 1905 — 120 miles north of Las Vegas on U.S.
Highway 95, near the western boundary of Death Valley
National Park, Rhyolite is another example of the boom-
and-bust cycle of most Nevada mining towns. The late
afternoon sun transforms the ruins of the former Cook
Bank building and Las Vegas & Tonopah Railroad depot
into one of Nevada’s most photographed historic sites.

FREE TRIAL ISSUE
OF NEVADA MAGAZINE

For over 65 years,
Nevada Magazine has been your
complete guide to the Silver State.

Each issue is filled with photos of magnificent
Nevada scenery and stories of the state’s history,
recreational activities, shows and special events.

Call 1-800-495-3281 or visit
www.nevadamagazine.com
for your free trial issue.

One year subscription (6 issues), only $16.95!




