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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR OF NEVADA

On June 6, 2002, the Nevada Department of Transportation adopt-
ed as policy, Pattern and Palette of Place: A Landscape and Aesthet-
ics Master Plan for the Nevada State Highway System.  The second 
phase of planning is complete. The Landscape and Aesthetics Cor-
ridor Plan represents a significant step forward for the Landscape 
and Aesthetics program created by the Master Plan because it in-
volves local public agencies and citizens in the planning process.  
Now, Nevada’s highways truly represent the State and its people. 
The Corridor Plan will be the primary management tool for use in 
guiding funding allocations, promoting appropriate aesthetic de-
sign, and providing for the incorporation of highway elements that 
uniquely express Nevada’s landscape, communities, and cities, as 
well as its people. The State considers this Corridor Plan to be a 
major accomplishment for the future of Nevada highways.

NDOT is responsible for ensuring that landscape and aesthetics 
are an integral part of the design in building and retrofitting our 
highway system. This Landscape and Aesthetics Corridor Plan for 
US 395, US 50, SR 28, SR 207, and SR 431 in Northern Nevada helps 
realize our vision for the future appearance of our highways. The 
plan will provide the guidance for our own design teams, and it 
will help Nevada’s citizens participate in formulating context-sen-
sitive solutions for today’s transportation needs. Together, we will 
ensure our highways reflect Nevada’s distinctive heritage, land-
scape, and culture.

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF NDOT

Endorsement
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Endorsement

This Corridor Plan has been reviewed by the following groups and agencies. Endorsement means agreeing in principle with the opportunities and recommen-
dations identified within agency jurisdiction. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This plan establishes the vision for the landscape 
and aesthetics of the US 395, West US 50, SR 28, 
SR 207, and SR 431 corridor. The vision synthe-
sizes historic, current, and future conditions into 
a comprehensive guide to improve the visual ap-
pearance of the highway corridors through com-
munities, rural landscapes, and scenic environ-
ments.

The first chapter of this report provides an intro-
duction to the NDOT Landscape and Aesthetics 
program.  It describes the mechanism by which 
corridor design will be managed, a description of 
programs and elements that influence highway 
aesthetics, and a summary of background infor-
mation gathered and analyzed. 

Chapter Two describes the process through 
which sections of the highway were categorized 
into highway zones and divided into distinct 
landscape design segments: Great Basin Forest, 
Capital Crossroads, Lake of the Sky, and Edge of 
the Sierra. A description of the theme and design 
objectives presents examples of the appropriate 
design aesthetic for each segment. Additionally, 

maps and sections of the landscape design seg-
ments provide detail regarding the location of 
specific projects and the desired level of aesthetic 
treatment. 

Chapter Three begins by outlining an approach to 
the design process. This process highlights the ne-
cessity of integrating landscape and aesthetics at 
the beginning of every project. Design guidelines 
are also included in the third chapter to provide 
the framework for improving the aesthetics of 
existing, new, and retrofit highway projects. They 
are written statements of recommended meth-
ods to meet the segment’s design objectives. The 
guidelines, accompanied by concept diagrams, 
sketches, or photographs, demonstrate ways in 
which to achieve the design intent.

Chapter Four summarizes the cost implications 
associated with the improvements proposed by 
this Corridor Plan. Cost estimates are included for 
both preliminary project budgeting as well as on-
going project maintenance.  These estimates will 
inform NDOT in the decision-making process, and 
help influence budget allocations for the land-
scape and aesthetics highway improvements.

The remaining chapters provide information that 
will help readers understand the technical infor-
mation presented in the document.

USER’S GUIDE

• Refer to the section beginning on 
page 1.5 to understand softscape and 
hardscape treatments types.

• Refer to the section beginning on page 
2.4 to understand how the corridor is 
organized into highway zones.

• Refer to sections two through five be-
ginning on page 2.13 to understand 
the theme and design objectives for 
each landscape design segment. 

• Refer to pages 2.18, 2.29, 2.41 and 2.52  
for design interpretation.

• Refer to the section beginning on page 
3.2 for design guidelines.

• Refer to page 3.23 to view base and ac-
cent color palettes.

• Refer to pages 3.41 - 3.46 to view the  
plant palettes for each softscape treat-
ment type.

• Refer to the section beginning on page 
4.14 for the description of funding and 
costs.

• Refer to the section beginning on page 
4.16 for project priorities.

Executive Summary



VII

US 395, West US 50, SR 28, SR 207 and SR 431 corridor plan

CHAPTER ONE: CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT  AND BACKGROUND INVENTORY ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .....................1.0
 SECTION ONE: Introduction .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................1.1
 SECTION TWO: Elements of Landscape and Aesthetics .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................1.5
 SECTION THREE: Background Inventory ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1.20 
CHAPTER TWO: LANDSCAPE DESIGN SEGMENTS ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................2.0
 SECTION ONE: Highway Zones ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................2.4
 SECTION TWO: Great Basin Forest ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2.13
 SECTION THREE: Capital Crossroads ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2.20
 SECTION FOUR : Lake of the Sky ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2.32
 SECTION FIVE: Edge of the Sierra ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2.43

CHAPTER THREE: DESIGN GUIDELINES ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................3.0
 SECTION ONE: Design Process Guidelines ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................3.2
 SECTION TWO: Lake of the Sky Design Guidelines ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................3.4
 SECTION THREE: Community and Urban Context Guidelines .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................3.6
 SECTION FOUR: Highway Facilities Guidelines ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 3.14
CHAPTER FOUR: COST ANALYSIS AND IMPLEMENTATION .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................4.0
 SECTION ONE: Cost Analysis ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................4.1
 SECTION TWO: Implementation ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4.14
 SECTION THREE: Priorities ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 4.16
CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................5.0
 TECHNICAL APPENDIX .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................A.0
 SECTION ONE: Potential Community Funding Sources .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................A.1
 SECTION TWO: Mapping Ecosystems Along Nevada Highways .........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................A.4
GLOSSARY ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................B.0
BIBLIOGRAPHY .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................C.0

Table of Contents

TABLE OF CONTENTS



VIII

US 395, West US 50, SR 28, SR 207 and SR 431 corridor plan Map and Figure Tables of Contents

CHAPTER ONE: CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT AND BACKGROUND INVENTORY ................................................................................................1.0
 Map EC 1: Environmental Considerations (Topaz Lake to Minden) ................................................................................................................. 1.24
 Map EC 2: Environmental Considerations (Minden to Washoe Valley) ......................................................................................................... 1.25
 Map EC 3: Environmental Considerations (Washoe Valley to Border Town) .............................................................................................. 1.26
 Map VS 1: Viewsheds (Topaz Lake to Minden) .......................................................................................................................................................... 1.29
 Map VS 2: Viewsheds (Minden to Washoe Valley) ................................................................................................................................................... 1.30
 Map VS 3: Viewsheds (Washoe Valley to Border Town) ........................................................................................................................................ 1.31
 Map VA 1: Visual Analysis (Topaz Lake to Minden) ................................................................................................................................................. 1.32
 Map VA 2: Visual Analysis (Minden to Washoe Valley) ......................................................................................................................................... 1.33
 Map VA 3: Visual Analysis (Washoe Valley to Border Town) .............................................................................................................................. 1.34
CHAPTER TWO: LANDSCAPE DESIGN SEGMENTS .........................................................................................................................................................2.0
 Map LDS 1: Landscape Design Segments (Topaz Lake to Border Town) ..........................................................................................................2.3
 Map A1: Great Basin Forest - Design Objectives (US 395: Topaz Lake to Douglas Co. MM 16)  ........................................................ 2.14
 Section A1: Great Basin Forest - Longitudinal Section (US 395: Topaz Lake to Douglas Co. MM 16)  ........................................... 2.15
 Map A2: Great Basin Forest - Specific Features (US 395: Topaz Lake to Douglas Co. MM 16) ........................................................... 2.16
 Map B1: Capital Crossroads - Design Objectives (US 395: Douglas Co. MM 16 to Douglas Co. MM 33) ....................................... 2.22
 Section B1: Capital Crossroads - Longitudinal Section (US 395: Carson Valley, Carson City, and Dayton) .................................. 2.23
 Section B2: Capital Crossroads - Long. Section (US 395: Douglas Co. MM 33 to Carson City/Washoe Co. Boundary) ........... 2.24
 Section B3: Capital Crossroads - Longitudinal Section (Carson City Freeway) .......................................................................................... 2.25
 Section B4: Capital Crossroads - Longitudinal Section (US 50: Carson City to Six Mile Canyon Road) ......................................... 2.26
 Map B2: Capital Crossroads - Specific Features (US 395: Carson Valley, Carson City, and Dayton) ................................................ 2.27
 Map C1: Lake of the Sky - Design Objectives (Lake Tahoe Basin) .................................................................................................................... 2.34
 Section C1: Lake of the Sky - Longitudinal Section (SR 207) .............................................................................................................................. 2.35
 Section C2: Lake of the Sky - Longitudinal Section (US 50: Stateline to US 5o/US 395 Intersection) ............................................ 2.36
 Section C3: Lake of the Sky - Longitudinal Section (SR 28) ................................................................................................................................ 2.37
 Section C3: Lake of the Sky - Longitudinal Section (SR 431) .............................................................................................................................. 2.38
 Map C2: Lake of the Sky - Specific Features (Lake Tahoe Basin) ....................................................................................................................... 2.39
 Map D1: Edge of the Sierra - Design Objectives (Reno Metropolitan Area) ............................................................................................... 2.45
 Section D1: Edge of the Sierra - Longitudinal Section (US 395: Carson City/Washoe Co. Line to Washoe Co. MM 15) ......... 2.46
 Section D2: Edge of the Sierra - Longitudinal Section (US 395: Washoe County MM 15 to Washoe County MM 30) .......... 2.47
 Section D3: Edge of the Sierra - Longitudinal Section (US 395: Washoe Co. MM 30 to Nevada/California State Line) ......... 2.48
 Section D4: Edge of the Sierra - Longitudinal Section (I-580) ........................................................................................................................... 2.49
 Map D2: Edge of the Sierra - Specific Features (Reno Metropolitan Area) .................................................................................................. 2.50
CHAPTER FOUR: COST ANALYSIS AND IMPLEMENTATION ......................................................................................................................................4.0
 Map PR1: Great Basin Forest - Priority Projects (US 395: Topaz Lake to Douglas Co. MM 16) ........................................................... 4.17
 Map PR2: Capital Crossroads - Priority Projects (US 395: Carson Valley, Carson City, and Dayton) ................................................ 4.18
 Map PR3: Lake of the Sky - Priority Projects (Lake Tahoe Basin) ...................................................................................................................... 4.19
 Map PR4: Edge of the Sierra - Priority Projects (Reno Metropolitan Area) ................................................................................................. 4.20

MAP AND SECTION TABLE OF CONTENTS
CHAPTER ONE
Figure 1 – Corridor’s for Nevada’s Western Highways...... .........................................1.1
Figure 2 – Study Area for this Corridor ..............................................................................1.1
Figure 3 – Corridor Design Management .........................................................................1.2
Figure 4 – Landscape Treatment Types .............................................................................1.5
Figure 5 – Application of Landscape Treatment Types ...........................................1.10
Figure 6 – Existing and Recommended Nevada Scenic Byways of 

Northern Nevada .................................................................................................1.17
CHAPTER TWO
Figure 7 – Corridor Organizing Elements .........................................................................2.1
Figure 8 – Landscape Design Segment Themes, Maps, and Sections ...................2.2
Figure 9 – Urban Freeways – Highway Zones .................................................................2.5
Figure 10 – City Streets – Highway Zones ........................................................................2.6
Figure 11 – Rural Highways – Highway Zones ............................................................2.10
CHAPTER THREE
Figure 12 – Native Revegetation Plant Palette ..................................................3.41-3.43
Figure 13 – Enhanced Native Plant Palette ...................................................................3.44
Figure 14 – Regionally Adapted Plant Palette ..............................................................3.45
Figure 15 – Regional Ornamental Plant Palette .........................................................3.46
CHAPTER FOUR
Figure 16 – Landscape Treatment Types ..........................................................................4.3
Figures 17 - 48 – Costing Diagrams .......................................................................4.4 – 4.11
Figure 49 – Planning Level Cost Estimate ......................................................................4.12
Figure 50 – Total Life Cycle Maintenance Costs .........................................................4.13
Figure 51 – Maintenance Costs ..........................................................................................4.13
Figure 52 – Potential Funding Opportunities ..............................................................4.15

FIGURE TABLE OF CONTENTS


