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SECTION ONE: 
Potential Community 
Funding Sources

STATE AND FEDERAL GRANT PROGRAMS

The sources and structure for funding sources 
within NDOT are described in the Program De-
velopment Manual. Numerous State and Federal 
funding programs exist for use by communities 
for highway and community improvements. The 
following list provides a summary of a few fund-
ing sources communities may consider as they 
develop projects. Additional funding opportuni-
ties are available when other issues are present, 
such as a brownfield site located along a highway, 
tribal land influences, and the presence of historic 
structures. A list of federal grants is also located 
at http://www.grants.gov.

Communities should review each grant and deter-
mine its applicability for a specific project. Sepa-
rate projects addressing the same issue may be 
combined and submitted as a single grant appli-
cation. Many programs overlap, and proponents 
may use a combination of the funding and organi-
zational resources listed below, as well as others 
that might not be shown.

Nevada Grant Programs

Nevada Division of Forestry
Nevada Urban and Community Forestry Southern 
Region Grant Project and Northern Nevada Urban 
and Community Forestry Grant Program
Funds education and outreach related to the ur-
ban forest, including planning, management, res-
toration, and sustainability improvements. A tree 
planting component must be not more than 50% 
of the project.
http://www.forestry.nv.gov/docs/summary2_012204.pdf
http://www.forestry.nv.gov

Nevada Department of Cultural Affairs
Nevada Arts Council
Provides a quarterly grant program to assist art-
ists, support exemplary art projects,  and support 
a variety of other art related efforts.
http://dmla.clan.lib.nv.us/docs/arts/programs/
grants/grantsfororgs.htm

NDEP – Nevada Brownfields
Agency provides access to funding for brownfield 
redevelopment. Administered through the US En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA), the program 
allows communities to establish their own brown-
fields program by designating an area where re-
development is to be targeted. Additional funds 
may be awarded for projects categorized as Dem-
onstration Pilots and have a greenspace compo-
nent. These monies can be accessed through the 
Brownfields Assessment Demonstration Pilots 
and Supplemental Assistance for Demonstration 
Pilots application processes.
http://www.ndep.nv.gov/bca/brownfld_2.htm

ARCO Foundation
Foundation grants are made in five program cat-
egories (education, community, arts and humani-
ties, the environment, and public information). 
(213) 486-3342 or www.arco.com/init/foundation/
index2.html

ArtsREACH
Provides modest grants to partnerships of cultural, 
business, social, government, civic, and religious 
organizations. ArtsREACH is a National Endow-
ment for the Arts (NEA) pilot program designed 
to increase the level of direct NEA grant assis-
tance to arts organizations in underserved areas. 
http://arts.endow.gov

Clorox Company Foundation (Reno) 
The Clorox Company Foundation is dedicated to 
improving the quality of life in communities where 
Clorox employees live and work. The Foundation 
makes grants, mobilizes employee volunteers, and 
works with community leaders and other funders.
http://www.thecloroxcompany.com/community/
index.html

Grantmakers in Nevada
Lists a variety of potential grants within Nevada.
http://www.fundsnetservices.com/nevada.htm
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Federal Grant Programs
Federal Grant Program information can be found 
by accessing the Catalog of Federal Domestic As-
sistance (CFDA) at www.cfda.gov. The CFDA is a 
database of all Federal programs available to State 
and local governments; federally-recognized In-
dian tribal governments; domestic public, quasi-
public, and private profit and nonprofit organi-
zations and institutions; specialized groups; and 
individuals.  The grant programs can be found by 
selecting the “Search for Assistance Program” on 
the CFDA website and entering the provided “Pro-
gram Number”.

USDA Rural Development
Provides services to further economic development 
in rural communities. Grants.gov provides informa-
tion on more than 1,000 Federal government grant 
programs, totaling about $400 billion in funding 
each year. Rural communities can access funding 
opportunities at www.grants.gov and then type 
“rural” in the search section of the website.
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/nv/offices/offices.htm

National Park Service
Tribal Preservation Program
Assists tribes in preserving historic properties. 
The grants provide much needed assistance to 
tribal communities interested in protecting their 
cultural heritage.
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tribal/index.htm

Historic Preservation Fund
Provides funding support to State Historic Pres-
ervation Offices who administer state grants for 
historic preservation.
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/hpf/hpfquest.htm

 

US Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Development
Provides a grant program to support community 
development.
http://www.hud.gov/local/nv/community/cdbg/index.cfm
http://www.hud.gov/grants/index.cfm

US Department of Agriculture
Business and Industrial Loans
Assists rural areas in obtaining quality loans for 
the purpose of improving the economic and envi-
ronmental climate in rural communities including 
pollution abatement and control.
Search: Program Number 10.768

Intermediary Re-lending Program Loans
Provides loans for business facilities or commu-
nity development in rural areas.
Search: Program Number 10.767

Empowerment Zones Program
Provides for the establishment of empowerment 
zones and enterprise communities in rural areas 
to stimulate the creation of new jobs, particu-
larly for the disadvantaged and long-term unem-
ployed, and to promote revitalization of economi-
cally distressed areas.
Search: Program Number 10.772

Rural Business Enterprise Grants
Facilitates the development of small and emerging 
private business, industry, and related employment 
for improving the economy in rural communities.
Search: Program Number 10.769

 
 
 
 

Small Business Innovation Research Grants
Provides monies to stimulate technological innova-
tion in the private sector and strengthen the role 
of small businesses in meeting Federal research 
and development needs.
Search: Program Number 10.212

Fund for Rural America: Research, Education, and 
Extension Activities Grant Program
Supports unique, innovative, and high-impact re-
search education, and extension projects to aid 
farmers, ranchers, and rural communities to ad-
dress changes and challenges facing agriculture 
and rural communities as a result of fundamental 
reforms to Federal farm programs.
Search: Program Number 10.224

US Department of Commerce
Economic Adjustment Program Grants
Assists State and local interests design and imple-
ment strategies to adjust or bring about change 
to an economy.
Search: Program Number 11.307

Public Works and Development Facilities Grants:
Promotes long-term economic development and 
assists in the construction of public works and 
development facilities needed to initiate and sup-
port the creation or retention of permanent jobs 
in the private sector in areas experiencing sub-
stantial economic distress.
Search: Program Number 11.300
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National Technical Assistance Program
Provides funds to 1) enlist the resources of desig-
nated university centers in promoting economic 
development, 2) support innovative economic de-
velopment projects, 3) disseminate information 
and studies of economic development issues of 
national significance, and 4) finance feasibility 
studies and other projects leading to local eco-
nomic development.
Search: Program Number 11.303

US Department of Defense
Community Economic Adjustment Funding:
Alleviates serious economic impacts that result 
from Defense program changes.
Search: Program Number 12.600

Community Economic Adjustment Planning Assistance
Responds to military base closures and realignments.
Search: Program Number 12.607

Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Development
Awards grants to entitlement community grantees 
to carry out a wide range of community develop-
ment activities directed toward revitalizing neigh-
borhoods, economic development, and providing 
improved community facilities and services.
http://www.hud.gov/local/nv/community/cdbg/index.cfm

Rural Housing and Economic Development
Expands the supply of affordable housing and ac-
cess to economic opportunities in rural areas.
Search: Program Number 14.250

 
 
 
 

US Department of Interior
Historic Preservation Fund
1) Provides matching grants to States for the iden-
tification, evaluation, and protection of historic 
properties; 2) provides matching grants to States to 
expand the National Register of Historic Places, as-
sist in carrying out historic preservation activities; 
and 3) provides grants to Indian Tribes and Alaskan 
Native Corporations to preserve their culture.
Search: Program Number15.904.

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance
Provides staff assistance to support partnerships 
between government and citizens to increase the 
number of rivers and landscapes protected and 
trails established nationwide.
Search: Program Number 15.921

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Scenic Byways Discretionary Program
Provides funds to accomplish projects on national 
scenic byways, all American roads, America’s by-
ways, state scenic byways, and Indian tribe scenic 
byways. Selected projects recognize state priori-
ties and should benefit the byway traveler’s expe-
rience, whether it will help manage the intrinsic 
qualities that shape the byway’s story, interpret 
the story for visitors, or improve facilities along 
the byway used by visitors.
http://www.bywaysonline.org/grants/

Ferry Boats Discretionary Program
Provided funding for water-taxi studies as well as 
construction of facilities.
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/discretionary/fbmemos.htm

 
 
 

Public Lands Highways Discretionary Program
Provides funds to improve access to and within 
the nation’s federal lands. Monies have been used 
for adjacent vehicular parking areas; interpretive 
signage; acquisition of necessary scenic ease-
ments and scenic or historic sites, provision for 
pedestrians and bicycles; construction and recon-
struction of roadside rest areas (including sanitary 
and water facilities), transit facilities, and appro-
priate public road facilities such as visitor centers 
as determined by the Secretary. The replacement 
of the federally owned bridge over the Hoover 
Dam in the Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
between Nevada and Arizona was funded through 
the program.
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/discretionary/plhcurrsola3.htm

National Recreational Trails Fund
Funds trails and trail-related projects such as ur-
ban trails, maintenance, restoration, easement ac-
quisition, and trail-side and trail-head facilities.
http://www.off-road.com/4x4web/land/nrtfaqa.html
http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/ecological/eco_app_b.asp
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