
SB 254 (June 2019)
• Sets Economy-wide GHG 

Emissions Reduction Targets
• 28% below 2005 by 2025
• 45% below 2005 by 2030
• Net-zero by 2050

• Requires NDEP develop Annual GHG 
Inventory, Project Future Emissions & 
Catalog of Climate Policy Options

Advancing Nevada’s Climate Goals



Nevada Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

NDEP 2020 (based on 2017 data) https://ndep.nv.gov/uploads/air-pollutants-docs/ghg_report_2020.pdf

Nevada’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory
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2025 Target, 
28% Reduction

2005 Net Emissions

2030 Target, 
45% Reduction

Transportation

Electricity Generation

Total Net Emissions

Industry

Waste
Agriculture

Land Use, Land Change, 
& Forestry

Residential & Commercial

4% Short

19% Short

• Transportation emissions 
derived from in-state fuel sales

• Transportation emissions trends 
driven by increasing VMT

• Rail emissions :
• <0.06% of transportation 

emissions
• <0.02% total emissions

https://ndep.nv.gov/uploads/air-pollutants-docs/ghg_report_2020.pdf


Gov. Sisolak Climate Change 
Executive Order 2019-22 
(Nov 2019) 
• Develop “State Climate Strategy” 

by Dec 1, 2020

Advancing Nevada’s Climate Goals

State of Nevada Climate Initiative 
Launched (August 2020)
• Mission: To ensure a healthy, vibrant, 

climate-resilient future for all Nevadans



Nevada’s Climate Strategy: Key Takeaways

ü Climate change is impacting Nevada and Nevadans today

ü Nevadans are concerned and want climate action

ü Nevada must move beyond the energy sector and adopt an 

economy-wide approach to reduce GHGs

ü An integrated framework can shape state-specific climate mitigation 

policies that work for Nevada

ü Climate change is complex, policy response must be coordinated 

across levels of governance

ü Environmental justice must be integrated into all climate policies

ü New investments to support climate action are essential, but 

inaction is far costlier 

ü Nevada is uniquely suited to leverage climate actions to spur 

Nevada’s economic recovery and diversification goals

ü A robust governance structure should be established to best 

position Nevada to respond to climate change

climatestrategy.nv.gov



Complex Climate Challenges for Nevada
KEY TAKEAWAYS: (1) Implementing a single policy, program, or plan without considering the connected issues has the potential for

adverse consequences. (2) Investments in climate action will be optimized when climate action is harmonized within and across
different levels of governance and economic sectors.

Transportation Transformation

Transmission Planning & 
Grid Modernization

Urban Planning & 
Green Buildings

Land Use and Natural & 
Working Lands



Can Rail Help Meet Nevada’s GHG Emissions Reduction Targets?

• Rail is a small portion of total GHG emissions

• Greater GHG efficiency per unit moved by 
rail than by medium or heavy-duty diesel 
trucks

• Freight-related emissions would be 
accounted for by California & Nevada– but 
overall benefit unclear because of different 
accounting methods

• Idling of medium and heavy-duty trucks at 
loading and unloading points:
• GHG emissions
• Air quality

• California advanced clean truck standards & 
market shift toward zero-emission vehicles

• Greater GHG efficiency per unit moved by ZEV 
trucks than by traditional rail

• Electric train technology & other 
innovative technologies

• Rail investments that move people to reduce 
VMT of residents could help Nevada reach its 
emissions reduction targets


