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SUBDIVISION OF A
TYPICAL SECTION

A typical section contains one square mile or 640 acres.
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In the United States, the Bureau of Land Management, a federal agency which is responsible for surveying and maintaining our public 
domain, conducts public land surveys using the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) to divide large tracts of land.  The land is divided into 
a grid of “townships” created based on an east-west “Base Line” and a north-south “Principal Meridian”. A typical township is six miles 
square and contains thirty-six square-mile blocks of land called “sections”.  The sections may be further subdivided in the manner shown 
in the illustration on the right.  Only a few of the major subdivisions of the section are shown; many other combinations of subdivisions 
are possible in describing smaller parcels of land (e.g. NW¼ of SE¼ of SW¼ would delineate a 10 acre plot of land).

The State of Nevada has been surveyed and subdivided according to the Public Land Survey System and records are available for 
examination at the o�ces of the Bureau of Land Management in Reno, Nevada.
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