
 

 

 

 

 

 

A4. Livability Self-Assessment 



 
Appendix A.4 

 

I-80 Corridor System Master Plan: Livability Self- Assessment 
 

Table of contents for Appendix A.4: 

1-  Introductory narrative providing context for the work 

2- Example of completed self-assessment tool including a rose diagram 

3- Power Point presentation provided for the Transportation Research Board’s “Tools of the 

Trade” conference, July 23, 2014 in Burlington, Vermont. 

4- Exploring Land Use and Transportation Planning Dynamics Through Livability 

Principles – A paper by Danja Petro and Dr. Perry Gross for the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers’ Transportation Planning Council’s online newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

I-80 CSMP Livability Self-Assessment – Introduction 

A Livability and Sustainability workshop was presented as one of the initial joint activities for 

Stakeholders.  Although many of the participants were already familiar with the concepts, the 

study leadership team viewed the workshop as an opportunity to set the trajectory for how the 

participants would apply the principals specifically to the work we were beginning.  

The interactive discussions that occurred at the workshop helped shape the structure of the future 

Stakeholder network and identified many of the topics the corridor stakeholders would explore 

as the study progressed. 

One of the more innovative ideas resulted in the development of a self-assessment tool that 

allowed each participant to provide their perspective on how well the livability and sustainability 

principles were being incorporated within their organization or community. A rose diagram was 

prepared to graphically display this qualitative assessment for each participant. 
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Welcome to New
Members!

2013 Executive Committee

Chairman's Message
  
Happy Holidays! I appreciate the opportunity to be the
new Chair of the Transportation Planning Council
Executive Committee, following the outstanding leadership
of Brad Strader, TPC's Chair for the past three years.
Brad set a wonderful tone for the council by improving
connections between the TPC and the broader ITE
community, expanding geographic representation on the
executive council, pushing new best practices out to the
ITE membership, and empowering members to lead
initiatives. Thank you, Brad, for your dedication to ITE
and its membership.
 
A topic important to ITE (and Brad specifically) has been
the emphasis on helping transportation planners and
traffic engineers understand what it takes to be
successful in their careers. A core element of
understanding success resides within the environment in
which the professional works. Success is not "one size
fits all" by definition, as planners and engineers work in
urban, suburban, rural, and small town environments. Our
line of work includes many perspectives, measures, and
cultures. This newsletter's topic, land use and
transportation, targets this core element and provides
interesting examples from a variety of perspectives. 
 
As we move forward into 2014, I hope to continue to
improve the executive council's representation so that
new best practices, conference sessions, and webinars
reflect the challenges and opportunities from such a wide
variety of environments and cultures.



12/19/13 Transportation Planning Council Winter E-Newsletter

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1116012402336&format=html&print=true 11/27

south of Alabama, and only to Interstate 5, which is the biggest mobility barrier in
the city. West of Interstate 5, a bicycle boulevard option is available on both the
north and south side of Alabama, but a crossing of Interstate 5 is only available on
the north side of Alabama. 

Figure 3. Bicycle boulevards parallel to Alabama will improve bicycle
mobility.

 
Bellingham transportation planners are in the process of wrapping up the Alabama
Corridor alternative analysis by weaving multiple layers of neighborhood, land use,
and transportation planning together into a recommendation for safety improvements
that will improve neighborhood connectivity and quality of life for people whose daily
lives are affected by the high volumes of vehicle traffic on the busy Alabama
corridor.
 
A four-to-three lane road diet can be implemented on the western third of the
corridor, which allows for the addition of bike lanes and pedestrian crossings with
flashing crosswalks and center lane refuges. On the east end, reconfiguration of the
existing four travel lanes into two eastbound lanes and one westbound lane will
accommodate the evening peak traffic demands, while offering the added benefit of
a two-way left turn lane to help reduce collisions and to enhance pedestrian,
transit, and bicycle crossings with flashing crosswalks and center lane refuges. Bike
lanes cannot be supported with this reconfiguration on the east end, but the new
crossings will help to support mobility with bicycle boulevards across and parallel to
Alabama Street. A road diet cannot be supported in the center section of the
Alabama corridor without significant negative impacts to both vehicular and transit
needs. Without the benefit of center lane refuges, High Intensity Activated
Crosswalk (HAWK) signals will need to be installed to provide safe crossing
treatments for pedestrians, transit riders, and bicyclists. All of the recommended
crossing locations are consistent with Neighborhood Plans, the Pedestrian and
Bicycle Master Plans, and the location of WTA's transit bus stops along Alabama
Street.
 
Please contact Chris Comeau at (360) 778-7946 or ccomeau@cob.org with
questions. 

Exploring Land Use and Transportation Planning Dynamics through

Livability Principles
 
Danja Petro, PTP
Principal Analyst/Planner, Atkins
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Perry D. Gross
Principal Analyst/ Planner, Atkins
 
The relationships between land-use, transportation, and the eventual built form are
complex and interrelated. Recent planning efforts have focused on ways to
overcome the long-standing separation of land-use and transportation planning
authorities. Essentially, land-use decisions are the purview of the local jurisdictions,
often made to maximize potential fiscal revenues. Transportation decision-making
and investments undertaken by public works, transit agencies, metropolitan planning
organizations, and departments of transportation are often viewed as supporting
land-use decisions. This approach has many unintended consequences such as
leapfrog development and inequitable public works investment strategies. Perhaps a
better path moving forward would be to explore the true complex, interrelated
nature of land use and transportation.
 
The Partnership for Sustainable Communities has generated one avenue for exploring
land-use and transportation dynamics: six livability principles. The U.S. Department
of Transportation, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency formed a collaborative partnership in 2009 to
better address the future of communities throughout the country. Together they
developed six livability principles to help guide these efforts. These principles
incorporate a wide range of ideas and initiatives across an equally diverse range of
professional practice domains. The remainder of this article explores specific
principles and their relationship to land-use and transportation planning as observed
by stakeholders in the multistate I-80 Corridor System Master Plan (CSMP) Study
between San Francisco, California and Cheyenne, Wyoming.
 
The I-80 Stakeholder Network identified livability principles as a guiding framework
for planning the future of corridor communities and ultimately transportation
investments. Stakeholders quickly discovered the language of livability principles
differs slightly from traditional land-use and transportation planning language. For
example, two principles focus on existing communities:

Value communities and neighborhoods. Enhance the unique characteristics of
all communities by investing in healthy, safe, and walkable neighborhoods-
rural, urban, or suburban.
Support existing communities. Target federal funding toward existing
communities, through strategies like transit oriented, mixed-use development,
and land recycling, to increase community revitalization and the efficiency of
public works investments and safeguard rural landscapes.

These two principles target unintended consequences of the traditional land-use and
transportation planning paradigm. For example, it is often noted that older, existing
neighborhoods tend to generate revenues that support infrastructure expansion in
newer neighborhoods.
 
Two additional livability principles focus on strategies to support neighborhoods.
They are:

Promote equitable, affordable housing. Expand location- and energy-efficient
housing choices for people of all ages, incomes, races, and ethnicities to
increase mobility and lower the combined cost of housing and transportation.
Provide more transportation choices. Develop safe, reliable, and economical
transportation choices to decrease household transportation costs, reduce our
nation's dependence on foreign oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, and promote public health.
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Combined housing and transportation costs are recognized as the critical household
budget components that often best explain other aspects of households. When
housing and transportation costs find balance within communities, there is often a
corresponding sense of community vitality. Ultimately, these four livability principles
focusing on communities are in support of:

Enhance economic competitiveness. Improve economic competitiveness
through reliable and timely access to employment centers, educational
opportunities, services and other basic needs by workers, as well as expanded
business access to markets.

The sixth and final livability principle advocates for collaborative decision-making
among all stakeholders.

Coordinate and leverage federal policies and investment. Align federal policies
and funding to remove barriers to collaboration, leverage funding, and increase
the accountability and effectiveness of all levels of government to plan for
future growth, including making smart energy choices such as locally
generated renewable energy.

Members of the I-80 Stakeholder Network determined that the best approach to
integrating livability into the planning process was through a self-assessment tool.
This tool is organized with a series of best practice statements identified and edited
by the study support team, as seen below.
 
Value Communities

We support an ongoing forum to exchange information and ideas to enhance
the unique characteristics of neighborhoods that promote a vision.
Transportation and other investments are made in harmony with
neighborhoods to support their vision and enhance community values.

Support existing communities

Investments meet community priorities.
The community is empowered in the development and evaluation of
alternatives.
We have a demonstrated process to expedite investments in existing
communities.

This approach highlights one interesting underlying dynamic. Professionals often
advocate certain "solutions" to perceived "problems" without fully exploring
community perspectives.
 
Promote equitable, affordable housing

Our land use and zoning policies are accommodating in providing for a mix of
affordable housing types.
We have a development process that reduces the overall cost of housing by
treating all development appropriate to types and scales.
We have policies and regulations in place that emphasize reduced land
consumption for parking.

Provide more transportation choices

Agencies use strategies that have significantly increased the use of walking
and biking.
Transportation agencies follow least cost planning principles, which consider
demand management solutions equally with strategies to increase capacity.
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These best practices advance the notion that public policy and planning practices
should strive for the widest range of flexibility possible. However, with greater
flexibility comes greater accountability which is reflected in best practices for
coordination.
 
Coordinate and leverage federal policies and investment

Agencies use federal or other investments as catalysts for additional public
and private investment to reinforce community plans.
Partnerships are extensively used as a tool to craft visions for future
development, and to create and implement plans and policies that guide public
and private investments.
Livability based collaboration mechanisms are in place to leverage federal
policies and investments.

The stakeholders' initial impression of best practices points to the need for
engagement and collaboration beginning at the community level.
Ultimately, the I-80 Stakeholder Network's experiences with livability principles
indicate that a new perspective of land use and transportation planning may be
emerging. This new perspective values the local knowledge of communities, strives
for flexibility to meet community needs, and accepts the increased accountability for
this flexibility. This is just one initial insight generated from our livability self-
assessment reflective practice, with many more likely.
 
Please contact the contributing authors, Danja Petro at
danja.petro@atkinsglobal.com and Perry Gross at perry.gross@atkinsglobal.com.

2013 Transportation Planning Council Best Project Award
 
We are pleased to announce the winner and runners-up for the 2013 ITE
Transportation Planning Council Award for Best Project:
 
Winner: 
San Antonio Downtown Transportation Study
Capital Improvement Management Services (CIMS) Department, City of San
Antonio, TX
 
Runners-Up: 
Countywide Roundabout Preservation Plan
Ada County Highway District, Idaho
 
Transportation 2040
Transportation Division, City of Vancouver, British Columbia
 
San Antonio Downtown Transportation Study
Kerri M. Collins, P.E., PTOE, Vice President, Transportation Planning, Pape-Dawson
Engineers
Luis E. Maltos, P.E., Capital Programs Manager, CIMS, City of San Antonio
James M. Daisa, P.E., Senior Project Manager, Kimley-Horn and Associates
 
The Downtown Transportation Study (DTS) was commissioned by the City of San
Antonio and approved by City Council on November 1, 2012 in support of Mayor
Julián Castro's vision for a more vibrant downtown. Pape-Dawson Engineers was the
prime consultant for the $1.2 million project. Other consultants with significant roles
included Arup, Rialto Studio, PPS, UrbanBiology, and Ximenes & Associates. The DTS
introduces innovative, real solutions to improve the downtown environment for all
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