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Landscape and Aesthetics Master Plan
g

The Nevada Transportation Board
adopted the Master Plan in 2002
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Landscape Architecture Magazine

“Landscape and Aesthetics" involves the total visual
Impression of the highway, encompassing landform,

structures, plants, colors, textures and art. , [VEvADA
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We envision a system of state highways that reflect the land and
people of Nevada.

We believe that Nevada should have highways that are aesthetically
pleasing, as well as safe and cost effective.

Therefore, no state highway is complete until landscape and aesthet|cs
are considered and addressed.
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Statewide Policies

% Landscape and Aesthetics Policy
“...landscape and aesthetics will be
considered along with all other design
factors in all transportation projects
throughout their life cycles.”

% Policy on Partnerships
“...principles of context-sensitive design
guide the development of transportation
projects.”

*

Policy for the NDOT Landscape and
Aesthetics Program
“...emphasize regionally appropriate
materials and drought-resistant plants.”

*

Policy on Funding
“...develop cooperative agreements for
funding the design, construction, and
maintenance of landscape and aesthetic
Improvements.”
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Process

Step 4
Step 2 Construction,
Corridor Project Design Operations, and

Planning Maintenance

Step 1
Master
Planning

Master Planning sets statewide policy, and establishes broad
guidelines and process.

Corridor Planning provides a management tool for decision making.

Project Design fixes the details of what actually gets built at a
specific site.

Construction, Operations, and Maintenance ensure that highways
are managed in a manner consistent with the design intent.
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Funding

Five types of activities have been funded to
ensure a successful landscape and

aesthetics program.

2.

1 CORRIDOR

PROGRAM PLANNING

MANAGEMENT
Costs associated

with public
involvement and
planning
consultants.

Costs of NDOT
staff to oversee the
program.

St

NEW
CONSTRUCTION &
CAPACITY
IMPROVEMENTS

Costs of landscape
and aesthetic
treatments included
in the budget when a
highway is first
constructed or
expanded.

4.
RETROFITTING

Costs of landscape
and aesthetic
treatments added
to existing
highways through
local partnering.

Up to $2 M/yr in
matching funds.

* $5 M/yr in target
allocation

5
MAINTENANCE

Costs of long-term
activities to protect
the public's
investment in
landscape and
aesthetic treatments
such as pruning,
replacing plants,
painting, and

irrigating.

NDOT Budget NDOT Budget 3% of Community Match NDOT & Local
Construction — Target Allocation Funds 7
EVADA
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Landscape and Aesthetics Corridor Plans

L)

0.0

Promote community involvement in
decision making process

&

L)

» Initiate intergovernmental
cooperative planning and
agreements

L)

>

L)

» Determine major design themes,
levels of treatment, and cost goals
for the corridor

L)

&

L)

L)

» Prioritize landscape and aesthetic
projects for future development,
design and construction

LEGEND

&

L)

L)

, ** Estimate long-term maintenance
ousmey L Sl S [ costs and establish overall program |
' o budgets ;
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Levels of Landscape Treatment
Softscape Treatment Types




Levels of Landscape Treatment

Standard
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Sustainability

Three Pillars of Sustainability

« Economic Prosperity

Completion of an NDOT Landscape and Aesthetics:project can
Involve as many.as 20 different professional disciplines in
fields ranging from bielogy.to welding.

o Environmental\Protection

Practices include using drought tolerant vegetation, water
harvesting, erosion control, revegetation:including, cactus
salvage.and replanting/and protection and creation of wildlife
habitat.

e Soclal Justice

‘@ projects help communities maintain a sense of pride; improve
") property values; attract business and reduce graffitf.
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Cactus Salvage and Replanting

Salvaging native cacti protects endangered
cactus, allows for replanting on projects

Native Seed Mixes/Native Plants  »# o
Require less water to germinate and - % ?&g_
thrive in Nevada’s climates with little 1" f o
maintenance and no long term irrigation.

Soil Amendments

Helps with water retention at the plant’s
roots and supply nutrients for more
successful plantings.

i
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SUSTAINABLE APPLICATIONS:

Water Harvesting:

Reduces stormwater runoff volume from
paved surfaces, reduces peak discharge
rates, increases recharge through
Infiltration, and reduces pollutant

transport through direct infiltration.
A 6,000-square-foot paved site in Northern Nevada

produces more than 32,660 gallons of annual runoff.

| ocal Materials: Weisrrera

Require less energy to transport than those SRR N ‘_IMeadowood Mal:qv(;/r?gf’/

brought in from long distances and better . A 37 804 3%

suit the projects aesthetically. Y i
EVADA
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Vision to Reality
115 Design Build /South
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WARM SPRINGS ROAD
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Visions to Reality
US 395 Widening
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VASSAR ST, BROGE AESTHETIC TREATUENT
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| 515 Retrofit
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Partnering - Meadowood Interchange
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Partnering - | 580 Carson Cit
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Rural Nevada




Upcoming Projects
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Upcoming Projects

US 95 — Kyle
Canyon
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Benefits

Beautiful, site-appropriate highways contribute to Nevada’'s economic
vitality and enhance the quality of life of its residents .

Employs local professionals and firms, from landscape architects
and engineers, biologists to artists

Employs individuals and companies in multiple and varied
construction and fabrication fields

Reduced graffiti

Provides site stabilization for water quality and air quality; reduces
soil erosion

Restores native vegetation and protects wildlife habitat

Provides welcoming environment to our tourist-driven economy
Provides improved quality of life for locals

Provides “curb appeal” for attracting new businesses and residents,

for a diversified economic base
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Acknowledgements

“Another part of all these projects might be a bit
more subtle but also is important. That's the effort -
- and money -- that NDOT and other agencies
have committed to public art to go along with the
road improvements. It's a recognition that road
building doesn’t have to create a blight on the
landscape but can instead beautify the community

visually, too.
They’'ve succeeded.”
AT USSR RGJ editorial

a bunch of weeds, it shows we're
trying to present ourselves in a
certain way, that we take your
business seriously and we take this B
community seriously. Public art bt 4
elevates and challenges people. It~ %
soothes and encourages.” £
Reno artist Paolo Cividino
RGJ Reno Rebirth

] |
“When you see public art instead of ’ 'J

DOT
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drove to the south vaIIey yesterday to - m i i v overpa,s%s e

get a look at it and it's impressive ...” desuﬁﬁg for the S'gfg?d the adornment =

you have incorpo it really is a sight
“you are doing a great jOb in improving for tired eyeS!!! And what an impaCt all of

the freeways in the Las Vegas Va"ey_” this must make on ViSit0r$ to our area...it
shows local pride.”

“...landscape and aesthetics
components to leave a good impre
for our visitors and residents




"l want Texas to look like Texas, and Vermont to look like Vermont,"
she once said. "l just hate to see the land homogenized."
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