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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this publication 1s to provide the Nevada Department of
Transportation (NDOT), the Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), the
Nevada Department of Public Safety (DPS), and other State and Local authorities
with information on Nevada’s traffic crash problems. It is one in a series to be
provided annually. The 2003 Nevada Traffic Crashes Book was solely produced
from data extracted from NDOT’s Crash Analysis System. The fatal crash data
represented within may not be consistent with data produced from the Fatal
Analysis Reporting System (FARS). The two systems were developed
independently and are used for different purposes.

This document was prepared by personnel of the Safety/Traffic Division of NDOT;
however, the publication and the statistics therein would not be possible if it were
not for the dedicated men and women of Nevada’s state and local law enforcement
agencies who respond to the scene of the 62,000 plus traffic crashes annually on
Nevada’s streets and highways. After they treat the injured and secure the scene,
they methodically and professionally record the facts on a traffic crash report form.

The culmination of their efforts then become the facts and statistics you see
reflected in this publication. We appreciate and respect their work. In addition to
recording the facts, they provide information necessary for problem identification.
Problem identification drives the planning of specific enforcement, engineering,
and education efforts, which can be applied to decrease the number and severity of
crashes on our streets and highways. Subsequently, lives can be saved, injuries
prevented, and property damage and economic loss can be significantly reduced.

Compiling the 2003 book was challenging. Mid year Nevada phased in a new data
collection system. The data now collected is based on MMUCC, Model Minimum
Uniform Crash Criteria. During this transition some data elements collected in the
old system are no longer collected, different or additional data is collected in the
new system and some records were missing data elements to complete each record.
With the new data standards, data can be analyzed more effectively from state to
state and at the national level. As this book is reviewed there are notations at the
bottom of the pages indicating when data was unavailable for analysis or the data
was incomplete






EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Although Nevada’s crash rate per 100 million vehicle miles has been reduced in the past
10 years, Nevada still ranks among the top ten states with the highest crash rates in the
nation. Nevada is the seventh largest state in size and 35" in population. More than 2.2
million people reside in our state with 55.8% located in urban areas and 44.2% living in
rural communities. The growing population in Nevada and heavy tourism traffic are
reflected in the trends and statistics presented herein.

Decrease in Accidents, Injuries and Fatalities

During the 2003 calendar year there was a total of 63,582 traffic crashes — 42,074 were
property damage only (PDO); 21,179 were injury producing; and 329 were fatal. This
reflects a 2.1% increase in overall crashes from the total 62,237 recorded in 2002. Injury
crashes increased by 3.3%. Fatal crashes remained about the same with 329 in 2003 and
330 in 2002. There was a decrease in fatalities also. That percentage decreased by 5.2%.
In 2003 there were 361 traffic deaths, 20 less than the 381 recorded 1n 2002.

Rates Per 100 Million Vehicles

Nevada’s crash rate per 100 million vehicle miles for fatal, injury and total crashes
continues to decrease. In 1993 the fatal crash rate was 2.01, and in 2003 only 1.69.
Nevada’s injury crashes followed a similar pattern with a 1993 rate of 118.38 and a 2003
rate of 106.53 — a drop of 11.1%.

Counties

The four counties with the most crashes in 2003 were Clark County with 75.9% of the
total, Washoe County with 15%, Carson City with 1.7% and Elko County with 1.6%.
Esmeralda County had the least crashes with only 52 for the entire year. Clark County led
the state in fatal, injury and property damage crashes with 59.8%, 80.3% and 73.8%
respectively. Washoe County experienced the next highest numbers with 15.1%, 12.9%
and 16.7% respectively. Clark County fatalities increased by 5 from the previous year to
218 traffic deaths. Washoe County’s fatalities increased from the previous year from 36
to 51 traffic deaths.

Fatal Crashes

The three major types of fatal crashes are: ran off roadway-overturned, pedestrian, and
ran off roadway and other combinations. Major risk factors contributing to fatal crashes
are D.U.IL. alcohol, inattentive driving and failure to yield.

Injury and Property Damage Only (PDO) Crashes

The three major injury crashes remain: rear-end collision, angle collision, and left turn
collision. For both injury and property damage only crashes the major contributing
factors are: failure to yield, failure to reduce speed and inattentive driving.



Holiday Influences

From 2001 through 2003, Nevada Day with a three-year total of 19 fatalities, Christmas
Day with a three-year total of 17 and Veteran’s Day with a three-year total of 16 were the
three deadliest holiday periods. Followed next by New Years Day with 15 and 4t of July
with 14 fatalities recorded over the three-year period.

Pedestrians

In 2001, there were 45 pedestrian deaths and 982 pedestrians injured. The number of
fatalities increased in 2002 when a total of 64 pedestrian lives were claimed, and 1,005
pedestrians were injured. In 2003, Nevada remained the same with 64 pedestrian
fatalitties and an increase to 1,013 injuries. Pedestrian fatalities in Clark County
increased from 43 1n 2002 to 45 in 2003. Washoe County increased by 4 with 10 in 2002
and 14 in 2003. There were 12 bicycle fatalities in 2003 — 10 occurred in Clark County
and 2 in Washoe County.

Effect on Economy

Over a billion dollar loss resulted from highway deaths and injuries in Nevada. The total
estimated economic loss (based on national figures) resulting from traffic crashes in
Nevada for the year 2003 1s $1,309,466,700.
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GLOSSARY

ALCOHOL INVOLVEMENT

Nevada defines a crash as alcohol-related or alcohol-involved if either a driver or a non-
motorist (usually a pedestrian) had a measurable or estimated blood alcohol concentration
(Blood Alcohol Content of 0.01 grams per deciliter or above).Nevada defines a non-fatal
crash as alcohol-related or alcohol-involved if police indicate on the police crash report that
there is evidence of alcohol present. The code does not necessarily mean that a driver,
passenger, or non-occupant was tested for alcohol.

ANNUAL VEHICLE MILES (AVM) - The number of miles driven on a given
stretch of road for a 365 day period by all vehicles.

BAC- Blood Alcohol Content
BICYCLE INVOLVED - A traffic collision involving at least one bicycle.

BICYCLIST - Bicyclist victims include the driver (rider) and/or passenger of any device
propelled exclusively by human power through a belt, chain or gears and having two or more
wheels.

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS -The one element or driving action which, in the
Officer’s opinion, best describes the main cause of the collision.

CONSTRUCTION ZONE -An area usually marked by signs, barricades, or other



GLOSSARY CONTINUED

CRASH TYPE - The outcome of a crash that describes the events leading to or causing
the crash.

DRIVER - The person driving or in physical control of a motor vehicle.

DRIVER 1 - The person in physical control of the first vehicle reported on the crash report
form. Normally assumed to be the at fault driver.

DRIVER 2 - The person in physical control of the second vehicle reported on the crash
report form.

DRUG INVOLVED - Any motor vehicle traffic crash where a driver or pedestrian had
used drugs.

DUI - Driving under the influence of alcohol. A DUI is indicated by a blood alcohol content
(BAC) of .10 or greater or .08 after 9/23/2003.

EJECTED - Refers to occupants being totally or partially thrown from the vehicle as a
result of an impact or rollover.

FIXED OBJECTS - Stationary structures or substantial vegetation attached to the terrain.

CROSSVFHICTFEF WERICHT RATINC (CCVWR) - The mavimum rated canacity



GLOSSARY CONTINUED

PEDESTRIAN - Any person not in or upon a vehicle. Includes a person in or operating a
pedestrian conveyance, such as a baby carriage, skateboard, roller skates, skis, sled or
wheelchair.

ROADWAY FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION - The classification describing

the character of service the street or highway is intended to provide. Includes the following:

Interstate - Limited access divided facilities of at least four lanes designated by the Federal
Highway Administration as part of the Interstate System.

Other Freeways and Expressways - All urban principal arterials with limited control of
access not on the Interstate System.

Urban Other Principal Arterial - Major streets or highways, many with multi-lane or
freeway design, serving high-volume traffic corridor movements that connect major
generators of travel.

Minor Arterial Rural/Urban - Streets and highways linking cities, and larger towns in
rural areas, to form an integrated network providing interstate and inter county service.

Major Collector Rural - These roads link nearby larger towns or cities, or with routes of
higher classification. Also serve the more important intra county travel corridors.

Minor Collector Rural - These routes collect traffic from local roads and connect to major
collectors and arterials. Also nrovide service to the remainine smaller communities.
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