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Future Roadway Element
The Connecting Nevada effort consulted various sources for projects to consider for 
the future roadway network; the two primary sources are discussed below. 

Planning Studies
The Connecting Nevada team reviewed 
numerous studies or plans relating 
to the state’s transportation system. 
Projects that are included in NDOT’s 
5‑year capital improvement program, 
or are included in the regional trans-
portation plans for any of the state’s 
MPOs, were not included in Connecting 
Nevada (these projects are already pro-
grammed for construction ).

Table 1, starting on page 28, repre-
sents the projects identified through 
the Connecting Nevada process, either 
through stakeholder outreach, as identi-
fied through a review of separate studies 
or plans, or through direct consultation 
with planning entities (as identified).  
This list is not intended to be compre-
hensive or to replace the development 
of the Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP) and other MPO processes already 
in place; it is simply meant to provide a 
base of where to work from.

Projects Identified Through Stake-
holder Outreach
A number of projects and ideas were 
identified through the outreach con-
ducted with stakeholders (Figures 3 and 4 
on pages 35 and 36). These suggestions 
addressed interests and needs covering 
a broad spectrum of transportation 
issues: from increased roadway capacity 
and new roadway facilities to increased 
capacity for multimodal infrastructure addressing the desire for expanded rail, truck, and 
airport facilities. Some ideas supported ongoing efforts for improvements (development 
of a north-to-south interstate highway linking Phoenix and Las Vegas), others intro-
duced new concepts (passenger rail between Reno and Las Vegas) or needs supporting 
emerging technologies and systems (such as a network of alternative fueling and battery 

Studies consulted
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charging stations to facilitate expanded use and range of electric and hybrid vehicles). 
Many ideas linked the need for transportation system improvements that support the 
state’s economic development and the desire for greater economic diversification. 

Connecting Nevada is a separate process from NDOT’s Transportation System 
Projects (TSP), this process is briefly described below. The process by which Connecting 
Nevada projects may be included in the TSP is addressed in Connecting Nevada, 
Section 3: Implementation. 

Transportation System Projects (TSP) 
In compliance with Title 23 of the Federal-Aid Highway Act and the Nevada Revised 
Statutes (NRS 408.203), the Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) produces 
the Transportation System Projects (TSP) document. This is done in cooperation with 
federal, state, and local governments, RTCs and MPOs so funding can be made 
available for needed transportation improvements in Nevada. The TSP includes the 
Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and the Work Program, consist-
ing of three elements: 

1.	 Annual Work Program (listing the current fiscal year projects), 

2.	 Short Range Element (lists projects state and local entities would like to initiate 
within the next 2 to 3 years), and 

3.	 Long Range Element (lists projects in the planning stage or extensions of current 
projects to be completed in 4 to 10 years).

The Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) lists all capital and non-
capital transportation projects proposed for funding under Title 23 of the Federal-Aid 
Highway Act or the Federal Transit Act. Capital transportation projects improve the 
capacity of state highways by increasing the number of lanes and building new roads 
and/or road extensions. Also covered are improvements to public and federal lands 
highways, transit projects, pedestrian walkways, and bicycle facilities.  

NDOT has developed a Project Submittal Program that includes a statewide project 
selection process for transportation improvement projects. The process starts with the 
submission of a Project Submittal Application. Applications are accepted from Federal 
and State agencies, County, City and local governments, local public agencies, and 
Indian Tribal governments, but not from private-for- profit entities. 

Additional information on the TSP process, and the entities involved may be found 
on the www.nevadadot.com website under ‘Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP).

Table 1, starting on the next page, represents the projects identified through the 
Connecting Nevada process, either through stakeholder outreach, as identified 
through a review of separate studies or plans, or through direct consultation with 
planning entities (as identified). This list is not intended to be comprehensive or to 
replace the development of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and other MPO 
processes already in place; it is simply meant to provide a base of where to work from.
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Figure 3.	 Roadway Improvement Projects
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Figure 4.	 Transit Improvement Projects
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